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Road Haulage Disposal 


"THE first step in implementing the provisions of the 

Transport Act, 1953, relating to disposal of the road 
haulage assets of the British Transport Commission is the 
offer for sale in the near future of 1,500 road transport 
units of varying sizes comprising some 10,000 road haulage 
vehicles in all. Details of the procedure and timetable are 
given on another page. Besides the vehicles to be sold in 
transport units, a large number of other vehicles and 
properties will be offered as going concerns during 1954 
through the sale of share capital of companies; although 
the precise number of vehicles to be disposed of in this 
category is not yet known, the Road Haulage Disposal 
Board hopes that a high proportion of the tota] of 32,000 
vehicles will have been sold by the end of next May, one 
year after the formation of the Board. One of the most 
important points in road haulage denationalisation has not 
yet been settled. The Act provides that the Commission 
shall retain a total unladen weight of vehicles not exceeding 
one-and-a-quarter times the figure owned on January 1, 1948, 
by the main-line railways and other bodies nationalised at 
that date, but allows the Minister to reduce at his dis- 
cretion this amount retained. The Commission is in con- 
sultation with the Minister of Transport, Mr. Alan Lennox- 
Boyd, as to the exact amount. The purpose of the clause 
in the Act was to take into account the development of road 


haulage traffic in the last five years, not only in British Road 
Services, but also in undertakings acquired on nationalisa- 
tion with the railways, so that the Commission would not find 
itself handicapped by being restricted to the same number 
of vehicles as that with which it started. It is to be hoped 
that the Minister will decide on an increase on the figure 
of less than 25 per cent, as it is essential that the road haul- 
age activities of the Commission which are ancillary to 
the railways remain undisturbed. 


Visit of E.C.A.F.E. Delegation 


EMBERS of the Railway Sub-Committee of the Eco- 
nomic Commission for Asia & the Far East, are on 
a four-day visit to this country, as guests of the British 
Transport Commission. The visit is part of a European 
study tour, taking in France, Great Britain, Switzerland, 
Germany and the Netherlands. Today the party, which 
includes senior officers of railways in Burma, Cambodia, 
China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaya, Pakistan, Thailand, 
Viet-Nam, and the U.S.S.R., is visiting London Transport 
installations. Sunday will be devoted toa study of modern 
methods of and equipment for permanent way maintenance 
in the London Midland Region. A visit will be made on 
Monday to Bristol, where the party will see a modern freight 
terminal layout of the Western Region, and inspect diesel 
railcars and shunting locomotives. The party will embark 
at Harwich on Monday evening for the Hook of Holland 
for the next stage in its tour. The railway systems of at 
least four of the countries of the delegates owe their origin 
and development to British enterprise and Britain remains 
an important supplier of material tothem. It is appropriate 
therefore that the representatives should have this oppor- 
tunity of studying modern practice in this country. 


Steel Production 


HE British Iron & Steel Federation monthly statistical 
bulletin for September announces a steel target of 
21,000,000 tons a year by 1957-58. The estimate, given by 
an official committee, on which the Federation and the 
Iron & Steel Corporation of Great Britain were represented, 
is based on the assumption that economic activity will con- 
tinue at a high level throughout the western world in the 
next five years. The bulletin discusses the implications of 
surplus capacity, misdirection of investment, and the sub- 
sequent effect on prices. While there are dangers in an 
insufficiency of steel, over-production, it is stated, could be 
of equal danger, so that production must be kept in line 
with consumption, and development plans based on 
estimates of home and export requirements. Considering 
the present position of the export market in steel com- 
modities, there can hardly be any immediate danger 
of over-production, and a shortage of steel plate, 
perhaps as much a problem of distribution as of produc- 
tion, still is reported. From the railway point of view it 
is reassuring that British Railways and the important in- 
dustries manufacturing railway material for export can look 
forward at last to adequate steel supplies. 


Central Railway of India Progress 


INSOLIDATION of the Central Railway of India, 
formed in November, 1951, by amalgamation of the 
Great Indian Peninsula, Nizam’s State, Scindia State, and 
Dholpur State Railways, has resulted in operating improve- 
ments. With the disappearance of the Nizam’s State Rail- 
way, Wadi and Balharshah, the former junctions with the 
G.I.P.R., have ceased to be interchange junctions and 
interchange examination of goods stock has been abolished 
at these stations. Consequently the number of wagons 
which passed through Wadi and Balharshah has increased 
by 25 per cent and 15 per cent respectively. Before 
amalgamation, open empties from the south returning to 
the collieries via Nagpur were worked by the all-G.LP. 
route via Dhond and Bhusaval, as the N.S.R. could 
accept only a limited number via Wadi. Movement of 
empties via Wadi now has been increased by about 100 per 
cent via Wadi-Kazipet-Balharshah, a route nearly 386 miles 
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shorter. By better coordination and liaison with adjoining 
districts, loading of coal and general goods traffic has been 
increased by about 15 per cent in the area served by the 
former Nizam’s State Railway. Passenger services likewise 
have been extended over the former G.I.P.R. and N.S.R. 
on either side of Wadi and Balharshah, which from the 
commercial aspect were entirely artificial junction points. 


Passenger Service Improvements 


NCREASED motive power and rolling stock have per- 
mitted additions to the number of passenger trains. The 
former G.I.P.R. Bombay surburban services to and from 
Victoria Terminus, which carry some 148,000,000 passen- 
gers a year, have been strengthened by 78 trains a day, 
making a daily total of 562. Additional air-conditioned 
accommodation has been provided in long-distance trains, 
a weekly service being introduced in the Bombay-Punjab 
mail trains via Itarsi and Agra and a bi-weekly service on 
the Bombay-Calcutta mails via Nagpur. Tourist cars have 
been in great demand, and made available for pilgrim, 
excursion, and marriage parties—an interesting contrast 
with the cold-weather traffic of tourists from overseas for 
which these cars originally were designed. Passenger train 
punctuality has shown a marked improvement. During 
the year ended March 31 last, 79 per cent of broad-gauge 
mail and express trains arrived on time, against 73 per cent 
the previous year; this is highly satisfactory in the light of 
recent accelerations, the large amount of single-line work- 
ing, and the necessity to make good wartime arrears of 
track and rolling stock maintenance. 


Overseas Railway Traffics 
PERATING revenues for the Canadian National Rail- 


ways, all inclusive, for the month of August, 1953, 
amounted (at $3 to the £) to £20,000,000; operating 
expenses were £19,000,000. For August 1952, revenues 
were £19,000,000 and expenses £17,500,000. These figures 
do not include taxes, fixed charges, and so on. Canadian 
Pacific gross earnings for August were £13,600,000 and 
working expenses £12,900,000, the corresponding 
figures for last year being £12,950,000 and £12,200,000 
respectively. South African Railways & Harbours receipts 
from railways remained about £2,200,000 during August, 
rising to £2,294,000 for the week ended September 5, and 
dropping to £2,175,000 the following week. Throughout 
this period there was an increase over receipts for 1952, 
which were about £1,950,000—£1,.970,000, This was shown 
in all traffics, more particularly in passengers and in coal 
class traffic. Passenger receipts for the week ended Sep- 
tember 12 this year were £310,000, compared with 
£257,000 in 1952. For the week ended August 22 coal class 
receipts were £227,000, against £186,000 for the corre- 
sponding week last year. 


Railway Civil Engineering 
Sie subject of civil engineering has received so much 
less publicity in the form of new books than other 
branches of railway work that Mr. Ronald Inglis’ “ An 
Introduction to Railway Engineering,” on which a brief 
notice appears elsewhere in this issue, is specially welcome. 
The value of this work would have been much enhanced 
if its scope could have been extended to cover the construc- 
tion of bridges, tunnels and other structures. Perhaps the 
author may be persuaded to compile a companion volume 
on these subjects. In the chapters on surveying, the neces- 
sity for working downwards from a saddle or other 
obligatory point on or near a main ridge might, we think, 
have been stressed, and in describing aneroid recon- 
naissance some reference might have been made to the 
diurnal wave. We further suggest that “minor details of 
alignment” are not in all cases quite so unimportant as 
is suggested. . For instance, excessive “ distance ” plus “ rise 
and fall”’ may rule out a railway altogether, because they 
necessitate such long journey-times that the railway may 
fail to compete with road transport. There was no motor 
transport in Wellington’s day. However, these are un- 
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important passing thoughts, and our main reaction on read- 
ing this valuable textbook is to congratulate its author. 


Recommendations on Tasmanian Railways 


HE discontinuance of country passenger services in 

Tasmania is recommended in a report made by Mr. 
H. H. Phillips, Chief Commercial Officer, British Transport 
Commission, to the Tasmanian Government. Mr. Phillips 
was selected by Mr. R. Cosgrove, the Premier of Tasmania, 
to report on aspects of transport in the State, after a 
Government decision to enlist the services of an outside 
arbiter. The report, which came before the Tasmanian 
Government on September 30, and has had a lively recep- 
tion, estimates that £100,000 a year can be saved by with- 
drawing certain branch line services outside the Hobart 
suburban area. It also makes recommendations aimed at 
securing greater user of diesel-electric locomotives and 
relating to the scrapping of old steam locomotives and 
examination of workshops methods and costs. The total 
estimated savings are some £380,000 a year. The Premier 
has already indicated that curtailment of the passenger 
services would have to be spread over some years to find 
employment for displaced railwaymen. It will be recalled 
that the retention and modernisation of the Tasmanian 
Government Railways was decided on after an investigation 
made after the war by Mr. C. E. Baird, the then General 
Manager. 


Serious Occupation Crossing Accident 


OLONEL D. McCMULLEN’S report, summarised in 
this issue, on the fatal accident at the Ystrad Caron 
occupation crossing on May 5, 1953, shows it to have 
been a plain case of failing to exercise proper care. There 
was some doubt about the position of the gates when the 
van approached, but Colonel McMuilen thinks the prob- 
ability is they were already open, for they were often 
found so by the railway staff. The van driver was thus 
led to pass straight on to the line without stopping to 
look, which he could have done quite easily. He knew 
the ordinary train times, but the one which ran him down 
was a special which, of course, he never for a moment 
expected. There was nothing the engine crew could do 
to avoid the collision. In the last resort safety at these 
crossings has to depend on the care exercised by their 
users and the most that can be done, short of abolition, 
is to ensure that they have a good view along the railway. 
Even if, say, telephone equipment or some automatic 
warning is provided, as is sometimes the case, such persons 
still have to be relied on to use the one or heed the other, 
and instances are on record where they have done neither. 


From Lamps to Locomotives 


N October 15 the General Electric Company of 
America commemorated the incorporation on that 

date, 75 years ago, in 1878, of the Edison Electric Light 
Company, the first of the firms later merged to form the 
undertaking now known briefly as General Electric. 
Experiments with electric railway traction were proceed- 
ing simultaneously with the improvement of the incan- 
descent lamp and the names of contemporaries such as 
the Thomson-Houston Company and Sprague Electric, 
which became associated with the Generali Electric group 
of' 1892, had their influence on the development of elec- 
tric traction in other parts of the world in those early 
days of individual experimenters. Today General Elec- 
tric of America is making traction equipment of unusually 
varied. types. Recent years have seen its massive motor- 
generator locomotives for the Great Northern and Vir- 
ginian systems; its Pennsylvania freight locomotives, 
which incorporate many refinements in treating the prob- 
lems of single-phase traction at sub-standard frequency; 
and high-voltage d.c. machines for railways outside the 
United States, which have as their ancestors the General 
Electric locomotives for the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul 
& Pacific pioneer 3,000 V. main-line scheme of 1916. The 
company’s diesel-electric activities need no emphasis 
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beyond recalling its valuable work on amplidyne exciter 
systems for regenerative braking, and its gas turbine- 
electric locomotives for the Union Pacific. 


Luxembourg-Trois Vierges 


(y= of the most picturesque secondary main lines in 

Europe is that of the Luxembourg Railways (C.F.L.) 
stretching north from Luxembourg city to the Belgian 
frontier. It is double-track throughout, but from Trois 
Vierges to the Belgian frontier station at Gouvy there is 
only one track. International passenger traffic is catered 
for by through coaches between Basle and _ Liége, 
Maastricht and other destinations in Holland. Despite 
almost continuous curves north of Mersch the principal 
passenger trains and the heavy coke and mixed freight 
trains are handled by 2-10-0 steam locomotives based on 
the German “first austerity” type of class “50,” but 
actually built in 1946 at the Graffenstaden works of the 
Societé Alsacienne. Other passenger traffic is operated by 
some of the Uerdingen 110-h.p. diesel railbuses and by 
De Dietrich double-bogie diesel railcars, the latter making 
trips over the border to Gouvy. These vehicles also work 
on other lines of the C.F.L. Much permanent-way renewal 
and other civil engineering work is under way to improve 
the Luxembourg-Trois Vierges route. 


Road Haulage and Denationalisation 


HE problems of the road haulage industry and the 
further possible upheavals incurred in the forth- 
coming denationalisation programme were referred to in 
a paper recently presented to the Berkshire, Buckingham- 
shire & Oxfordshire Section of the Institute of Transport 
by Mr. G. W. Quick Smith, Member of the Board of 
Management of British Road Services. He considers 
that but for the industry’s strength and virility it would 


“have been legislated to death over the past 25 years.” 
There is now an urgent need for a period of stability to 
enable the industry to develop its potentialities. 

Referring to the phenomenal increase in the number 
of “C” licences, he accepts the belief that this was due 
to the poor quality of the service given by nationalised 
road haulage, but implies that the major part took place 
before British Road Services were effectively on the scene 
and therefore represents natural development retarded by 
the war. 

Implementation of the 1953 Act involves the return of 
some 31,000 vehicles now owned by the Road Haulage 
Executive: some 5,000 will be retained by the Executive. 
Mr. Quick Smith points out that a number of vehicles 
previously operated by professional operators will un- 
doubtedly find their way into the hands of traders, who, 
by purchasing transport units and operating them through 
separate companies will, in effect, be able for the first time 
since the 1933 Act, to operate vehicles for hire or reward 
as Well as for their own business. How the returned 
vehicles will be distributed is yet to be seen, but he believes 
that the general tenor of the Act favours an industry made 
up of many small] units. 

The British Road Services fleet will be equivalent in 
size to the fleets operated by haulage concerns owned by 
the former railway companies plus 25 per cent and, he 
says, it remains to be seen what role it will play. He calls 
for the preservation of the network of trunk services 
one of the good things that came out of nationalisation; 
and holds that it would be a retrograde step to break up 
the comprehensive system of the parcels and smalls net- 
work now existing. In his appraisal of the benefits of 
nationalisation, he mentions standardisation of practices 
and rates. Probably much will depend on the general 
level of trade and its effect on the demand for transport. 
The last pre-nationalisation move towards a co-ordinated 
rates structure was the joint memorandum presented by 
the railway companies and the Road Haulage Association 
to the Minister of Transport in 1946; this proposed that 
road hauliers should accept the obligations of a public 
service and recognise an obligation to accept traffic which 
they held out to carry and which was within their capac- 
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ity, and that they should conform to approved standard 
conditions and national rates structures co-related to 
encourage traders to make best use of available transport 
in the public interest. Mr. Quick Smith confesses doubts 
as to the feasibility of a “road rates structure,” and says 
the effect of the load factor is such that there must be a 
different rate for each stream of traffic which will vary 
according to whether there is a load both ways, or one 
way only, or something between the two. He can see 
no enduring solution to the besetting transport problem 
of the last 25 years, the relationship between rail and 
road. 

In the debate on the White Paper which preceded the 
Transport Bill the Government spokesmen claimed to 
have designed a plan for agreement between road and rail 
which will not endanger the prosperity of railways. 
Although Lord Leathers said that the existence of so 
many small units in the road haulage industry vastly in- 
creased the difficulties of permanent co-ordination, yet 
the 1953 Act appears to reverse the prewar trend towards 
larger units. In 1939, Mr. Quick Smith points out, the 
Royal Commission on Transport stated that to nationalise 
the railways alone would not produce any real co-ordina- 
tion of transport. Nobody can know what effect the rail- 
ways’ new freedom will have, but if there is any possibility 
of their being saddled by force of opinion or their old 
statutory obligations, the old road-rail problem will 
persist. If unfettered competition is the answer, Mr. 
Quick Smith says, then one may ask whether considera- 
tion has been given matching the country’s inadequate road 
system with the resultant traffic. British Road Services 
have assumed certain public obligations and it is a matter 
of speculation whether users will look to them to assume 
a measure of responsibility greater than that which is 
expected of the small independent operator. 


Winter Train Services, London Midland 
and Scottish Regions 


PART from the continuation of most of the accelera- 
tions of principal trains introduced with the summer 
service, the main line train services into and out of Euston 
and St. Pancras remain unchanged. As usual, the 10.30 
a.m. from Euston to Liverpool and the 11.10 a.m. from 
Liverpool to Euston are withdrawn for the winter, and 
the 2 p.m. from St. Pancras to Bradford and the 9.12 a.m. 
from Bradford to St. Pancras are withdrawn on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays in each week. Two other 
important withdrawals, of trains which ran last winter but 
which, it is claimed, have been insufficiently patronised, 
are the combined 2.0 p.m. from Manchester and 2.20 p.m. 
from Liverpool to Glasgow, and the corresponding return 
service at 1.45 p.m. from Glasgow to Liverpool and Man- 
chester. But passengers who previously used the latter can 
travel by the 1.30 p.m. “ Midday Scot,” which is now 
advertised to set down as well as pick up at Lancaster and 
Preston, and make a good Manchester connection at the 
latter station, reaching Manchester at 7.5 p.m. and 20 min. 
faster than before. To replace, South of Carlisle, the can- 
celled 1.45 p.m. from Glasgow, a new train is run from 
Carlisle at 4.13 p.m. to Manchester (Exchange), calling at 
the same stations, and with a connection from Preston to 
Liverpool. 

The up “Royal Scot” maintains its 74 hr. summer 
schedule from Glasgow to Euston, calling at Carlisle 
Citadel station, as last winter, for passenger purposes, 
instead of at Carlisle No. 12 box to change engines only, 
as in summer. It is booked from Glasgow to Carlisle, 
102:3 miles, in the fast time of 111 min., and leaves Car- 
lisle on its non-stop run to London at 11.57 a.m., arriving 
at 5.30 p.m. By contrast, it is most disappointing to see 
the down “ Royal Scot,” with only two stops (Rugby and 
Crewe) more than in the summer, decelerated by no less 
than 40 min., and back to last winter’s overall time of 
8 hr. 10 min.—5 min. faster than the timing of the same 
train half a century ago. Further, the bad arrangement is 
perpetuated of booking the 11.15 a.m. from Birmingham 
into Glasgow no more than 5 min. ahead of the London 








424 


train, which has proved a frequent cause of further delay 
to the latter. It is a pity that the summer arrangement 
of getting the “ Royal Scot” through Crewe ahead of the 
Birmingham train could not have been continued, and the 
“ Royal Scot” booked into Glasgow at least by 5.45 p.m. 

As to other Scottish trains, the 9.10 p.m. from Euston 
to Glasgow has now become an all-sleeping-car train, like 
its counterpart, the 10.20 p.m. from Glasgow Central to 
Euston. Among minor changes on the Western Division 
of the L.M.R., in view of the improved service between 
London and Huddersfield now given over the Eastern Re- 
gion, via Wakefield Westgate and Kirkgate, the through 
portion for Huddersfield and Halifax previously run on 
the down “Comet” (9.45 a.m. from Euston) is replaced 
by a through East Lancashire portion, terminating at Colne, 
and similarly in the reverse direction with the Manchester 
express due in Euston at 1.55 p.m. (which, incidentally, 
arrives 7 min. earlier than on the summer service). The 
trains between Stockport, Stalybridge, Huddersfield, and 
Halifax which connect at Stockport with the expresses 
from and to Euston are still continued, however. The 
7.50 a.m. from Crewe to Euston leaves at 7.45 a.m., makes 
a fast run over the 65-1 miles from Rugby to Watford in 
66 min., and is due in Euston at 11.10 instead of 11.17 a.m. 
London business people living in the outer suburbs will 
welcome a 5 min. acceleration of the 6.2 a.m. from Broad 
Street, which now leaves at 6.7 p.m., but reaches Tring at 
7.21 p.m. as previously. 

Mention has been made already, in the review of the 
Western Region services, of the acceleration of the morn- 
ing train from Plymouth to Liverpool and Manchester, 
which leaves Plymouth at 8.0 instead of 8.45 a.m., and 
reaches Crewe at 3.49 instead of 4.50 p.m., once again in 
time to connect with the “ Midday Scot” for Glasgow, 
but without the through coach of prewar days. Arrivals 
at Liverpool (4.50 p.m.) and Manchester (4.53 p.m.) are 
70 and 77 min. earlier respectively. The continuation 
throughout the winter of the through “ Devonian” work- 
ing from Bradford and Leeds to Torquay and Paignton 
has also been mentioned, but this does not involve any 
acceleration or additional train mileage. In the reverse 
direction a novelty is that through coaches are provided 
from Plymouth at 8.45 a.m. to Leeds and Bradford, and 
the restaurant car, detached at Newton Abbot on the south- 
bound journey, works through also from Plymouth on the 
northbound. 

In the Scottish Region the only change of note is the 
introduction of regular-interval suburban services on the 
Cathcart Circle line. The usual winter arrangement is 
made of closing Glasgow Buchanan Street and St. Enoch 
stations on Sundays throughout the winter and concentrat- 
ing their traffic at Queen Street and Central respectively; 
similarly, Dundee West passengers are handled at Tay 
Bridge station, and the Edinburgh Waverley-Glasgow 
Queen Street trains are routed between Polmont and 
Bonnybridge Upper Junction via Falkirk Grahamston 
instead of Falkirk High. 


U.S.A. Railways Financial Recovery 


HE statement of revenues and expenses for the half- 
year to June 30 shows that the U.S.A. railways re- 
covered quickly from a setback in the first quarter of 1953. 
Net railway operating income, or earnings before charges, 
for the six months was $548,697,000, an increase on 1952 
of $106,134,000, or 24 per cent. Net income, or earnings 
after charges, was estimated at $418,000,000 an improve- 
ment of $108,000,000, or nearly 35 per cent. The rapid 
change from the gloomy outlook at the end of March came 
about through a revival in freight traffic, which during the 
ha!f-year was subject to the increased rates, authorised with 
effect from May, 1952. Freight revenue was higher by 
$249,353,000, or 5°9 per cent, while all other sources of in- 
come produced fewer dollars. Passenger takings declined 
by $39,148,400, or 8°5 per cent, to $420,304,700—an amount 
less than one tenth of the freight receipts. All the com- 
panies doing a large passenger business reported losses, 
ranging from 2 per cent on the New Haven to 6°4 per 
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cent on the New York Central, 10:2 on the Pennsylvania, 
16°7 on the Santa Fe and 18 per cent on the Southern 
Pacific. 

Probably the deficit from passenger train services will be 
greater than ever this year. It is therefore fortunate that 
the resuscitation of freight carryings continued in the third 
quarter. For the 32 weeks to August 8 the number of 
wagons loaded was 23,471,500, an increase on 1952 of 
1,184,800 (5°3 per cent) though a decrease from 1951 of 
1,062,900 (4°3 per cent). The extraordinary thing was that 
coal loadings were down by 229,336 wagons from last year 
(5°6 per cent). The output of bituminous coal in the States 
to August 8 was 10,608,000 tons below 1952 production, a 
decrease of 3°8 per cent. This branch of the American 
coal mining industry is in a worse case than our National 
Ceat-Board, whose output for 36 weeks to September 12 
was 2,484,200 tons less than a year ago, a loss of 1°6 per 
cent. Asa partial set-off, the U.S.A. railways are handling 
great quantities of ore; over 5,500,000 short tons passed 
in a single week in August. The volume of manufactured 
goods put on rail is running at 7 per cent above last year’s 
level, but the forwarding of “‘smalls” is nearly 4 per cent 
less. 

Over the half-year the operating ratio for the U.S.A. rail- 
way system dropped from 78 per cent to 75°5 per cent, 
though total operating expenses were up $22,262,000, or 
0°6 per cent. The Pennsylvania cut expenses by nearly 
$7,000,000 (1°5 per cent) and the Chesapeake & Ohio, the 
largest bituminous coal carrier, reduced its costs by 
$10,000,000 (7:2 per cent). The largest railways operating 
in the Central Western Region all showed a rise in expenses, 
but were able to hold down their operating ratios. The 
Santa Fe had the low ratio of 68°4 per cent, compared with 
82°1 per cent for the Pennsylvania. 

These trends indicate the vital importance to the railways 
of the increases in freight rates, which were authorised 
last year as surcharges to be levied until February 28, 1954. 
Recently the railways asked the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission to make the increases permanent and treat them as 
additions to the rates on the books, urging that the uncer- 
tainty about future arrangements hindered the planning of 
development programmes. The I.C.C. promptly authorised 
the extension of all surcharges to December 31, 1955, but 
refused to integrate the increases into the general rates 
structure. In the meantime the rate of return on property 
investment advanced to 4°51 per cent for the 12 months 
ended June 30, compared with 3°86 per cent in 1952. 


The Armstrongs of the Great Western 


OME of the earliest books on railways were written from 
the human viewpoint, such as the classic volumes of 
Samuel Smiles. Probably because these were tinged 
strongly with the Victorian moralising extolling self-help and 
thrift, the biographical method fell into disfavour and, with 
few exceptions, the spate of more recent railway books has 
adopted an impersonal and factual tone. In consequence, 
generations of eminent railwaymen junior to the Stephen- 
sons and the Brunels have remained comparatively unsung. 
levertheless, some of our great railway companies pro- 
duced families of giants, and probably none more outstand- 
ing than the old Great Western Railway, with its fine tradi- 
tions. In its early years, this was the broad-gauge system 
of Brunel and Gooch. For the past half-century, ‘begin- 
ning with the reign of Churchward, Swindon locomotives 
have occupied a place of their own. Between the two 
periods there was the less romantic but very important era 
of mixed gauge and gauge conversion, in which the Arm- 
strong family was outstanding. 

A happy inspiration has caused Mr. H. Holcroft to record 
the story of the Armstrong family, as Sir Felix Pole, a 
former General Manager of the G.W.R., says in a fore- 
word to his book, of which a brief notice appears on another 
page. Moreover, he is peculiarly fitted for his task, as he 
was born in Wolverhampton and served his apprenticeship 
in Stafford Road Works, where much of the Armstrong in- 
fluence was exerted. The author’s theme is that branch 
of the Armstrong family which served in the Locomotive 
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Department of the G.W.R. Three generations span the 
years from the early days of George Stephenson to nation- 
alisation. The story is bound up mainly with the locomo- 
tives of the standard-gauge sections, and in the earlier years 
particularly with those of the Northern Division, which 
covered much of the West Midlands, and extended across 
Shropshire and a part of North Wales to the Mersey ports. 
The Stafford Road Works continued to be virtually inde- 
pendent of Swindon until 1897, when George Armstrong 
retired. 

The Armstrong clan had its origin in what was for cen- 
turies the lawless border country between England and 
Scotland, and the branch of this hardy and virile stock 
from which the “ Armstrongs of the Great Western” were 
descended, settled on the English side in Cumberland, where 
Joseph was born on September 21, 1816. He gained his 
early experience in the Stephenson tradition on the North 
East Coast, and, after two years at Brighton, returned north- 
wards as Assistant Locomotive Superintendent of the 
Shrewsbury & Chester Railway. Later he was given full 
charge, and also of the locomotives of the Shrewsbury & 
Birmingham Railway. In September, 1854, the Shrewsbury 
lines were amalgamated with the G.W.R., which thus be- 
came the owner of standard-gauge lines. The broad gauge 
did not flourish in the Midlands, and during Armstrong’s 
ten years with the G.W.R. at Wolverhampton he laid the 
foundations for the eventual gauge conversion of the whole 
system. On Gooch’s resignation in 1864, he became the 
first combined Locomotive & Carriage Superintendent for 
the whole system, transferring from Wolverhampton, where 
he left his brother George in command, to Swindon, where 
the traditions of Brunel and Gooch were largely replaced 
by those imported from the Northern Division. No new 
broad-gauge engines were built after 1866, and the develop- 
ment of “convertible * locomotives and rolling stock was 
pursued so successfully that the final changeover was 
achieved with the minimum of total loss. By 1877, Arm- 
strong had largely extinguished the G.W.R. broad-gauge 
stock and in ten years had built up its replacement of stan- 
dard-gauge stock, a tremendous task. He died from nervous 
exhaustion in his 61st year. 

One of Joseph’s sons, “ Young Joe,” was prevented by a 
tragic death at the early age of 31 from fulfilling his early 
promise as a probable C.M.E., but he left his mark in his 
work on the G.W.R. pattern of vacuum brake, which has 
been adopted as the standard for British Railways. This 
has justified the author’s inclusion of an interesting chapter 
giving a brief history of continuous brakes in Great Britain. 
John Armstrong, M.V.O., and Ralph Joseph Armstrong 
are others of the clan, and the latter brought the associa- 
tion with the G.W.R. up to 1946. Mr. Holcroft has written 
a most fascinating book, amplifying and in some respects 
correcting various aspects of MacDermot’s official history 
of what Sir Felix Pole describes as “ Now, unhappily, the 
Western Region of the nationalised railway system.” 


Gold Coast Railway 


HE administration report for the year ended March 31, 
1953, has been received from Mr. W. H. Salkield, 
General Manager, Gold Coast Railway & Harbour Auth- 
ority. As he predicted, the accounts have revealed a loss 
on the railway, but Takoradi Harbour showed a profit of 
£114,115 and the Port Service £20,233; the loss on the 
railway was £347,455, net loss on the whole undertaking 
being £213,107. To meet this it has been necessary to 
utilise the whole of the balance of the general reserve fund 
and to the total appropriate surplus revenue brought for- 
ward from previous years. By using these surpluses, it has 
been possible for the railway to clear itself without any 
subsidy, but drastic measures are recommended for the 
future. The very heavy commitments faced during the 
year are attributed to increases in contributions to the 
renewals fund, increased liability for loan charges and the 
heavier wage bill. 
The report states that the rapid development of the Gold 
Coast as a supplier of raw materials to overseas markets 
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and the development of social services within the territory 
which has called for an accelerated roads and building 
programme, has placed very great strain on transport 
facilities. Extensions to railways and harbours and the 
provision of additional locomotives and rolling stock, have, 
of necessity, been pressed forward with the utmost speed. 
This has quite rightly been considered by the Government 
and by the railway administration to be wise forward plan- 
ning. but it has meant the raising of substantial loans at 
an earlier date than would be contemplated by normal 
gradual development. it is true that these loans, many 
of them granted by the Gold Coast Cocoa Marketing 
Board, have been obtained at very reasonable rates of 
interest, but repayment terms are proving to be almost a 
crippling charge, particularly when it is remembered that 
a great deal of the money has to be paid out before any 
Operating economies or opportunity of handling additional 
traffic can be brought into operation. Repayment is 
demanded over a period of 20 years. Negotiations are 
being carried on between the Administration and the 
Ministry of Finance to devise means by which the Rail- 
way can be subsidised from public funds during the period 
of the repayment of these loans. It is essential that the 
payment of the subsidy should in no way allow the railway 
administration to reduce its operating efficiency merely 
because it can be covered by a final subsidy each year, to 
offset losses. 

The tonnage of paying goods traffic showed a decrease 
from the previous year, but revenue, due to increased rates, 
showed an increase and there was an increase in the num- 
ber of passengers carried. The following are some of the 
principal results : 


1951-52 1952-3 
Thousands 
Railway— 
Goods tonnage carried 1,876 1,859 
Passenger journeys 5,650 6,401 
£ thousands 
Goods receipts... , ay wee 2,094 2,410 
Passenger receipts ae , oe 576 688 
Total gross receipts 2,783 3,217 
Operating expenditure ae ats 2,067 2,645 
Net receipts és <i wa 133 — 48 
Takoradi Harbour— 
Revenue ... ” — aa aa é6ll 74I 
Expenditure = el ans ese 192 261 
Other Ports, etc.— 
Revenue... aa ae dad bid 78 8I 
Expenditure in —_ 24 42 


The final extensions to Sekondi locomotive workshops 
were completed during the year under review, and nearly 
all machines were re-sited in their new positions. The 
output has been maintained at a most efficient level. The 
programme set out for the year was maintained; 26 loco 
motives received first class repairs and nine second class 
In the carriage and wagon shops, the total number of 
vehicles repaired increased from 791 in 1951-52 to 1,328 
in 1952-53, showing an increase in the costs of carriage 
repairs of 4:3 per cent and a decrease in the cost of wagon 
repairs of 10-35 per cent. These results are highly satis- 
factory, having in mind the considerable increases in 
salaries and wages to which previous reference has been 
made. 

Considerable progress was made with the various 
development schemes directly connected with the Railway 
& Harbours Administration. The original contract for the 
Takoradi Harbour extensions was completed before the 
close of the financial year and arrangements made for a 
token opening ceremony to be held on April 24, 1953. 
Many other new facilities have been added to the contract 
since it was first signed in 1949. Completion of these 
additions is anticipated about the middle of 1954. 

Contract drawings for the railway link from Achiasi to 
Kotoku—a connection between the Central Province line 
and the Accra-Kumasi line—were issued during the year, 
but final agreement on the letting of the contract was not 
completed before the close of the year. Work has com- 
menced on this undertaking; the contract having been let 
to Taylor Woodrow (W.A.) Limited. Steady progress has 
been made with the work of doubling the line between 
Takoradi Junction and Tarkwa, and although it is yet very 
far from completion, it is confidently anticipated that at 
least ten miles of this work will be operating as a double 
line during the financial year ending March 31, 1954, 
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LETTERS TO 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


October 16, 1953 


THE EDITOR 


(The Editor is not responsible for opinions of correspondents) 


Passenger Timetables 


October 4 

Sir,—Recent editions of passenger timetables have con- 
tained details of services already withdrawn, and it seems 
taken for granted that the departments concerned with 
station closing and timetables must work in watertight 
compartments. 

For example, the Southern Region winter timetable 
shows services in the Isle of Wight which were withdrawn 
on September 21, the first day of the new timetable, while 
the Publicity Department is still posting maps of the 
island, inviting the public to travel by rail, and indicating 
railways to Freshwater and Bembridge, from which pas- 
senger services have been withdrawn. 

Each of the Regional timebooks contains the same 
small-scale map of Great Britain, which, though pruned 
of its dead branches from time to time, obstinately retains 
that useful-looking main line from Hereford via Brecon to 
Swansea; the fate of any travellers who have attempted to 
pass this way has not been revealed. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. N. FAULKNER 
53, Westtield Road, Surbiton 


Mixed Gauge 


October 5 

Sir,—The photograph of the junction at Sipra Bridge, 
Western Railway of lodia, in your issue of October 2, 
shows a moveable single switch. This type was used in 
the early days by our own Great Western for mixed-gauge 
track, but later discontinued in favour of the fixed variety, 
which was considered safer. There were similarly no 
moving parts when the standard-gauge track was slewed 
from one side to the other of the broad gauge. 

In this country there is mixed-gauge, three-rail track 
at Welshpool, Western Region, where the narrow-gauge 
Llanfair branch joins the former Cambrian line, and. 
appropriately, alongside Brunel’s old main line at Hayes, 
Middlesex. In this latter case the narrow-gauge line is 
used by the trolleys for the sleeper creosoting plant, and 
can be seen from passing main-line trains. 

Further west on the old G.W.R. some Brunel flat-bottom 
rails can be seen still in use in a carriage siding inside the 
triangle formed by the Windsor branch at Slough, and in a 
siding between Maidenhead and Twyford. Is this the 
oldest rail still in use today ? It must gladden the hearts 
of many to see the restoration of flat-bottom rail on the 
Western. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. G. R. CALVERT 
10, Bolton Avenue, Windsor 


Dieselising a 7,800-Mile Railway 


September 26 
Sirn,—An editorial note in The Railway Gazette of 
September 25 stated how the Southern Railway System of 
U.S.A. no longer used a single steam locomotive. The 
announcement by the railway of the changeover to diesel 
traction was such a typical example of American publicity 
that it is worth quoting in full. 

“The 8,000-mile Southern is now the largest railway 
system in the country to be 100 per cent dieselised. 
We've ‘ pulled the fire’ on our last steam locomotive. 

“In effect, this fire was started back in 1830—when 
history-making ‘ Best Friend of Charleston,’ on a rail- 
road that is now part of the Southern Railway System, 
became the first steam locomotive to run in regularly 
scheduled service in America. 


“Down through the years since 1830, the colourful 
steam locomotives paced the progress of the South, serv- 
ing well until they, too, had to step aside for progress. 

* Today we are serving the South with a fleet of 880 
powerful diesel locomotive units costing $1234 million. 
This huge sum—which we will be ‘ paying off’ for years 
to come—marks our faith in the future of the South, 
and underscores our determination to bring to all in the 
South a great new kind of railroading—modern, stream- 
lined, better than ever.” 

The whole of the figures given in your article refer to 
the Southern Railway System, which includes several sub- 
sidiary lines, such as the Alabama Great Southern and 
New Orleans & Northeastern, which handle a denser freight 
traffic than the parent company. The Southern Railway 
itself operates some 6,300 miles in freight service and. runs 
six Or seven passenger trains daily over 4,180 miles of road 
Its results for the first half of 1953 are full of promise 
Revenue was up 5 per cent and expenses down 4:1 per cent. 
The operating ratio was 66 per cent compared with 72 pei 
cent a year ago. Net railway operating income increased 
by 39 per cent. After allowing for the effect of highe: 
freight rates since May, 1952, the diesel has been an im- 
portaat factor in improving the railway position. 

Yours faithfully, 
R. BELL 
Frognal, N.W.3 

[The illustration accompanying the announcement is re- 

produced in the Scrap Heap on page 427.—Ep., R.G.} 


Chief Regional Managers 


October 6 

SiR,—May I disagree with one small part of the excellent 
editorial note in your issue of October 2? You say that the 
salaries of Chief Regional Managers are absurdly low com- 
pared with those of men occupying comparable positions 
in industry, and with the salaries of railway General Mana- 
gers before the war. I feel this is a fallacy, as before the 
war the railways were private enterprises and the reason 
for their existence was the making of profits, whereas now 
they are a public service. 

The record of Britain in public administration is second 
to none. One of its cardinal principles is that public ser- 
vants should receive adequate but not lavish remuneration. 
The responsibilities of a manager of a public utility are 
heavy, but no more so than those of statesmen and diplo- 
mats, upon whom the safety of the nation depends. The 
reason for discouraging lavish remuneration of highly 
placed public servants is that where the rewards are limited, 
men whose primary aim is personal wealth rather than 
giving service are discouraged from accepting such 
positions. 

This does not mean, however, that present salaries are 
adequate. Any argument for higher salaries should be 
based on the fall in value of money and on higher taxa- 
tion, perhaps, rather than on comparison with private in- 
dustry. High officials should never be in a position where 
their personal financial situation causes them anxiety. 

Yours faithfully, 
G. H. HAFTER 
107, Mortlake Road, Kew 

[The British Transport Commission is under the statutory 
obligation to secure that its revenues from the operation of 
British Railways and its other undertakings are “ sufficient 
for making provision for the meeting of charges properly 
chargeable to revenue, taking one year with another.” The 
responsibility for the efficient and economical operation of 
British Railways Regions placed on Chief Regional Mana- 
gers by this obligation is comparable with that of prewar 
railway General Managers.—Eb., R.G.] 
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THE SCRAP HEAP 


Early a.c./d.c. Controversy 


The seventy-fifth aniversary on 
October 15 of the incorporation of the 
Edison Electric Light Company, fore- 
runner of the present General Electric of 
America, recalls early controversies with 
the Thomson-Houston Company over 
the most suitable form of current. 
Edison’s company went to the length of 
advertising that alternating current was 
a danger to life and limb, and its views 
gained ground when the New York State 
Prison decided to adopt electrocution for 
capital punishment, and to employ a.c. 
for the purpose. Further development 
of the controversy came to an end when 
the Thomson-Houston Company merged 
with Edison Electric in 1892 on the for- 
mation of the General Electric Company 
of America. 


C.P.R. Bell in York Museum 


The National Model Railroad Asso- 
ciation, British Region, has been given 
a locomotive bell by the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. The bell, weighing 
nearly 250 Ib. and suitably inscribed, 
was formally handed over by a C.P.R. 
official at the Association’s annual con- 
vention banquet at the Charing Cross 
Hotel, London, on October 3. 

The bell is kept in the Railway 
Museum at York, where there is already 
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another C.P.R. locomotive bell to keep 
it company; the locomotive Royal 
Scot came back with one from its pre- 
war tour of Canada and the U.S.A., 
where it hauled the “Royal Scot” train. 
When the engine was rebuilt a few years 
ago, the bell was sent to York. 

The headquarters of the National 
Model Railroad Association is in the 
U.S.A., the British Region is the only 
one outside the U.S.A. The Associa- 
tion was founded before the war and 
its original function was to lay down a 
scale of gauges to be used as the 
standard for modelmakers. 


Notification to the Staff 

This “Notification to the Staff’ was 
seen on the notice board of a large 
engineering works: 

“It has come to the attention of the 
management that employees have been 
dying on the job and either refusing or 
neglecting to fall over. This practice 
must cease forthwith. Any employee 
found dead on the job in an upright 
position will immediately be dropped 
from the payroll. In future if a foreman 
notices any employee has made no 
movement for a period of two hours 
it will be his duty to investigate, as it 
is impossible to distinguish between 
death and natural movement of some 
employees. 





He’s putting out a fire 
we started 123 years ago! 


Illustration accompanying a Southern Railway of U.S.A. announcement of 


complete dieselisation of the system. 


(See letter on page 426) 
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“Foremen are cautioned to make 
careful investigation. Holding a pay- 
packet in front of the suspected corpse 
is considered the most reliable test. 
There have, however, been cases where 
natural instincts have been so deeply 
ingrained that the hand of the corpse 
has made a spasmodic clutch even 
after rigor mortis has set in.”—From 
the “ ‘600’ Magazine.” 


Better by Train 


A good example of its being better to 
travel by train is the journey from Ton- 
bridge to Brighton. Near Crowborough, 
where the roads run through horrible 
ribbon development and_ red-brick 
builders’ houses, the railway passes 
through miles of absolutely Scottish 
scenery of hills and moors without a 
house in sight. 

Farther down, through the flatter 
riverside scenery, it is common to see 
herons standing on the banks, abso- 
lutely undisturbed by the trains.—Mr. 
E. A. Gurney-Smith in a letter to “ The 
Daily Telegraph.” 


Comment by “ A.B.” :— 


Let us regale our readers with 

This tender tale of Gurney-Smith, 
Who, in the Telegraph one day, 
Confessed himself compelled to say 
That travel down in rural Kent 

Is best by rail; he even went 

To lavish lengths of adulation 

In panoramic peroration, 

In which he claimed that nearness, too, 
Can lend enchantment to the view. 


Too long the rivals of the rail 

Have sedulously spread the tale 
That all one sees upon a ride 

By train is life’s more seamy side, 
Objects more mundane than divine, 
Like father’s pants upon the line. 
Not so! Submit to nature’s spells 
On any train from Tunbridge Wells; 
Savour the subtle harmony 

Of unalloyed rusticity. 


Our warranty for all this news 

Is one whose oft-repeated views 

On rail deficiencies have vexed, 
Bewitched, bewildered, and perplexed 
Even those tough philosophers 

Our Regional chief officers,* 

Who keep their upper lips so stiff 

By daily quoting Kipling’s “ If.” 


Praise from G.-S. is praise indeed 
And satisfies a long-felt need 

Of those who labour patiently 

To foster rail supremacy. 

When one who so delights to chasten 
Can turn volte-face for once and hasten 
To voice this unexpected view, 
Why—dash it all—it must be true! 
Proclaim a truce to road-rail wars, 
Remove your buses and your cars, 
Put all your money on the train 
And let us all be pals again! 


(*Ersatz rhyme, but rather fun!) 
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OVERSEAS RAILWAY AFFAIRS 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Cost of Locomotives in Ton-Miles 

While South African Railways reve- 
nue per ton-mile increased from 
0-8352d. during 1937/38, to 1°26895d., 
the cost of a locomotive (class “ 15F” 
with 43,000 Ib. tractive effort) advanced 
during the corresponding period from 
£15,000 to £55,000 for the class “25” 
locomotive, which is similar to the 
“‘15F” and used for the same purposes. 

With these figures as a basis, while 
the South African Railways during 
1937/38, had to operate 4,310,035 ton- 
miles to earn the price of a locomotive, 
10,402,301 ton-miles of freight were 
necessary last year. This means that the 
railways earned 1 lb. of tractive effort 
for every 100 ton-miles of freight dur- 
ing 1937/38 but last year 240 ton-miles 
were necessary for this purpose. While 
27,860 train-miles had to be operated 
during 1937/38, the corresponding total 
for last year was 50,210. 


New Rolling Stock 

Twenty-four new locomotives were 
placed in service during July, including 
12 class “S2” shunting locomotives; 
10 class “25” main-line locomotives; 
one class “25” main-line condensing 
locomotive; and one class “4E” elec- 
tric unit. 

Rolling stock added to the establish- 
ment included three third class subur- 
ban coaches; and 308 goods vehicles of 
various types. Of the total, 143 were 
built in the S.A.R. administration. 


NEW ZEALAND 
Passengers by Freight Services 


To combat road competition in the 
South Island, arrangements were made 
early this year for the provision of a 
comfortable coach on the overnight ex- 
press freight trains between Christ- 
church and Dunedin. Passengers on 
these fast trains are provided with first 
class accommodation at second class 
fares. The service is fairly well patro- 
nised by people who cannot travel dur- 
ing daylight hours or do not wish to use 
the evening bus. The train fare is 29s. 
compared with £2 on the bus. Includ- 
ing the twice-weekly sleeping car ex- 
press there is now an overnight service 
on this route six nights a week. 


Wagon Shortage Overcome 

The availability of goods and live- 
stock wagons showed a marked im- 
provement during the past year, and 
indications are that the long-standing 
wagon shortage will soon end. It has 
been considered advisable to reduce 
one order for “Jc” class 20-ft. sheep- 
wagons from 800 to 550 vehicles. At 
March 31, 1953, a total of 3,353 
wagons was outstanding on current 


(From our correspondents) 


orders with both New Zealand work- 
shops and overseas manufacturers. 

The effect of the increased wagon 
fleet on traffic movements was apparent 
from the reduced quantity of rail freight 
that had to be diverted to subsidised 
sea and road transport. The tonnage 
of artificial manures carried at rail rates 
by sea and road was 68 per cent less 
last year compared with 1951-52, and 
timber carried by road at rail rates was 
8 per cent less. During the first period 
of the present financial year no timber 
and only 21 tons of manure had to be 
diverted to other transport, compared 
with 6,725 tons and 12,810 tons res- 
pectively for the corresponding period 
last year. 

Demurrage Charges Suspended 

The increase in freight rolling stock, 
with a seasonal decline in traffic, made 
it possible recently to suspend demur- 
rage charges for wagons held under load 
on Saturdays. These demurrage charges 
were introduced in 1950 to encourage 
unloading on Saturdays and thus help 
relieve a serious wagon shortage. 


ARGENTINA 


Improvements on General Belgrano 

Work has begun on the relaying of the 
track between Km. 9:9 and Km. 19-9 of 
the Buenos Aires local section of the 
General Belgrano Railway, the new track 
being laid in flash-butt welded lengths. 


New Diesel-Electric Locomotives 


A further consignment of five 1,400- 
h.p. General Electric diesel-electric loco- 
motives for broad-gauge express services 
has arrived in Buenos Aires. These are 
intended for the Bahia Blanca, Bariloche 
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and Zapala services of the General Roca 
Railway, and eventually the Southern 
Transandine Railway when completed. 
A similar one already in service recently 
hauled the presidential train between 
Santiago del Estero, Mitre Railway, and 
Buenos Aires. 


Trade Agreement with U.S.S.R. 

In the recent trade pact between 
Argentina and the U.S.S.R., the latter 
country, in exchange for meat, agricul- 
tural and chemical products, undertakes 
to supply 150,000 axles and tyres, 2,000 
tons boiler plates, special steel for 
springs, boiler tubes, switches, and cross- 
ings, rails and accessories to the value otf 
$U.S.A.3,600,000, besides an unspecified 
quantity of rolling stock. 


FRANCE 


Ruhr-Paris Through Service 


To establish a schedule, to come into 
force in May, 1954, for a new service 
between Dortmund and Paris Nord, a 
German Federal Railway diesel-electric 
three-car set made a trial run throughout 
on September 25. 

The precise timings are to be arranged 
at the International Timetable Confer- 
ence in Athens this month, but the de- 
parture time is likely to be about 6 a.m. 
from Dortmund and arrival at Paris at 
about noon. The return working would 
be about 5.30 p.m. from Paris, due at 
Dortmund at about 11.30 p.m. The 
route is Cologne, Aachen, Liége, Char- 
leroi and Saint Quentin. 


Radio at Stations 


The use of radio-telephone to im- 
prove communication between office 
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German Federal Railway three-car diesel train in Paris Nord on trial Paris- 
Dortmund service 
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staff, yardmasters and locomotive crews 
at certain large stations is becoming 
more widespread. There is usually a 
fixed central post in the station office, 
which enables the operating staff to 
direct the movements of shunting loco- 
motives, and maintain contact with per- 
sonnel in the yards. Each post consists 
of a control panel with microphones 
and loudspeakers; on locomotives the 
panel is placed in front of the driver 
so that it can be used without interfering 
with his other duties. The sets can all 
be used for both transmitting and re- 
ceiving messages. Communication can 
take place over a range of nearly two 
miles. y 


150-h.p. Aluminium Railcar 

With the object of reducing the cost 
of upkeep and simplifying mainten- 
ance, the S.N.C.F. commissioned the 
Renault Works to build a prototype 
150-h.p. railcar with unusual features. 
The cold-rolled AG3 aluminium alloy 
sheets of which the sides, ends and roof 
have been constructed, were oxidised 
against corrosion and will remain un- 
painted. The metal framework is 
smooth at the rounded ends of the rail- 
car, but the sides and roof are gently 
rippled with l-cm. corrugation. 

When delivered, the aluminium 
alloy had a matt appearance which it 
is proposed to retain, but so that the 
railcar shall be easily visible to perma- 
nent way staff and at level crossings, a 


Publications Received 


The Armstrongs of the Great Western. 
Their Times, Surroundings and Con- 
temporaries. By H. Holcroft. London: 
Railway World Limited, 245, Crickle- 
wood Broadway, N.W.2. 8} in. x 
54+ in. 140 pp. and 36 pp. of plates. 
Price 15s.—Few writers have dealt so 
thoroughly with a railway family or 
dynasty as Mr. H. Holcroft in his 
treatise on three generations of one 
branch of the Armstrong family who 
served in the Locomotive Department 
of the Great Western Railway. This 
work is the subject of an_ editorial 
article elsewhere in this issue. A fore- 
word is contributed by Sir Felix Pole. 
The illustrations include locomotives 
with which the Armstrongs were con- 
cerned besides portraits and other 
historical matter. 


An Introduction to Railway Engineer- 
ing. By Ronald A. Inglis. London: 
Chapman & Hall, Ltd., 37, Essex Street, 
W.C.2. 83 in. x 53 in., 200 pp. with 
numerous diagrams. Price 21s.—This 
useful book certainly goes a long way 
towards filling a wide gap in railway 
technical literature, but it is regrettable 
that the three most highly technical 
branches of construction, the building 
of bridges, tunnels and other structures, 
could not have been included. The 
author’s note on reconnaissance and 
preliminary surveying are particularly 
valuable, as are the many hints to young 
surveyors not usually included in works 
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band of polished aluminium extends 
around the centre of the body. 

The interior decoration of the passen- 
ger accommodation has been carried 
out in a hard plastic material. The 
ceiling is tinted white and the walls 
green, and there is a raised strip of 
polished aluminium round the windows. 
Lighting is by fluorescent tubes above 
the windows and doors. Further rail- 
cars of this type are now in course of 
delivery to the S.N.C.F. 


AUSTRIA 


Electrification in the South 

Electric traction in Carinthia was ex- 
tended six miles further south, from 
Arnoldstein to Tarvisio, the Italian fron- 
tier station, on September 28. Electric 
working on the Villach-Arnoldstein 
section, 11 miles, was inaugurated in 
October, 1952, as reported in our Feb- 
ruary 13, 1953, issue. The delay in com- 
pleting electrification to Tarvisio was 
caused by the need to reconstruct a 
tunnel north of Tarvisio. 

Electrification is now complete 
throughout from the Bavarian frontier 
at Salzburg to the Italian frontier on 
this important route, which carries 
summer tourist traffic between Western 
Germany, Venice, and the seaside re- 
sorts on the Italian Adriatic coast. The 
Salzburg-Villach section, with its exten- 
sion from Villach to the Jugoslav fron- 


of this kind. A few suggestions on this 
subject and a query or two are mentioned 
editorially in this issue. Mr. Inglis 
deals exhaustively with modern track 
materials and their standardisation, and 
with curves of all kinds, their calcula- 
tions and setting out. On the construc- 
tion side of the subject, apart from track 
work, there is only one chapter, which 
is devoted to earthwork and formation. 
In the last 50 pages ballasting and plate- 
laying, switches and crossings, and sig- 
nalling are discussed in detail. It is 
remarkable how many details of prac- 
tice in various countries and conditions 
abroad have been included, though 
those in the United Kingdom naturally 
predominate. The two appendices and 
a list of references are useful, and in 
every respect this book is thoroughly 
up-to-date and altogether to be recom- 
mended. 


Fireless Locomotives. The essential 
features of Bagnall fireless locomotives, 
which differ from the conventional 
locomotive in that the boiler is re- 
placed by an insulated steam reservoir 
charged at 250-350 lb. per sq. in. are 
given in an illustrated leaflet issued by 
W. G. Bagnall Limited. Locomotives 
of this type already in service have a 
tractive effort varying from 11,477 to 
14,724 lb, at 85 per cent working pres- 
sure, with 0-4-0, 0-6-0, and 2-4-0 wheel 
arrangement. Charging is by a flexible 
hose connecting the locomotive to a 
steam standpipe, which is in turn con- 
nected to a stationary boiler. During 
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tier at Jesenice, is also the most impor- 
tant railway link between Jugoslavia and 
Western Germany. 

At Tarvisio the line connects with the 
Italian main line to Venice, via Udine, 
to which electrification extends. 


IRELAND 


Branch Line Closings 


The Board of C.I.E. has applied to the 
Transport Tribunal for permission to 
close three more branch lines to passen- 
ger traffic. The lines are between Kil- 
messan and Athboy in County Meath; 
between Clara and Banagher in County 
Offaly, and between Banteer and New- 
market in County Cork. 

Passenger services on the 12-mile line 
between Kilmessan and Athboy were 
discontinued in October, 1941, but re- 
stored in December, 1945; they were 
again withdrawn in January, 1947, and 
since then no passenger services have 
been running, the line being used only 
for occasional livestock specials. 

The Banteer-Newmarket branch, 8} 
miles long, was closed to passenger traffic 
in 1944 and reopened between Decem- 
ber, 1945, and January, 1947. Since then 
it has also been used for livestock trains 
only. Both goods and passenger ser- 
vices were discontinued on the Clara- 
Banagher branch line in March, 1947, 
but in October of that year the line, 18 
miles long, was reopened to goods traffic. 


its process of filling the reversing lever 
of the locomotive must be locked in 
mid-position to prevent the locomotive 
from moving. A list of uses of this 
type of locomotive is included. 


G.E.C. Products —The General Electric 
Co. Ltd., has issued a list of its 
products, with those of associated manu- 
facturing companies. Products are 
arranged alphabetically. The primary 
purpose of the publication is to help 
buyers of electrical and mechanical 
equipment who are not aware of the 
full range of G.E.C. equipment. While 
the list is comprehensive, it can be 
added to from time to time, as new 
products are developed. Also in- 
cluded is a list of overseas branches and 
agents. 


Warerite Laminated Plastics. The use 
of plastics in railway rolling stock and 
other fields of engineering, and the 
recent issue of a booklet relating to their 
many applications published by 
Warerite Limited is confined mainly to 
the methods of machining and installa- 
tion. Details are given of the methods 
of setting out for wall linings and 
erection, the forming of curved external 
corners, flush doors and ceilings. The 
machining methods include the use of 
band and circular saws, drilling, spindle 
moulding, counter sinking and other 
necessary machining operations. Sec- 
tional diagrams depicting the installing 
of Warerite plastics are included in the 
booklet. 
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British Railways Class ‘‘7”’ Locomotive Tests—3* 


Train loads and coal consumption, 
South Kirkby and Blidworth coal 


ASED on the comprehensive tests 
carried out on the Rugby Testing 
Station and on the road, and when 
using South Kirkby coal, a complete set 
of graphs gives particulars of the coal 
consumption in relation to speeds and 
train loads, both passenger and freight, 
on a level tangent track and on a rising 
grade of | in 200. Based on the coal re- 
quired per d.b.h.p. hr., this information 


By E. C. Poultney, O.B.E. 


passenger train loadings rarely exceed 
550 tons, corresponding to 15 or 16 
vehicles according to the train consist. 
The coal consumptions at mean speeds 
of 40 to 70 m.p.h. would then range from 
3:25 to 2:35 lb. per d.b.h.p. On a rising 
grade of | in 200, the most economical 
speed would be 40 m.p.h., though at 50 
m.p.h. the coal rate would only be 2:5 Ib. 
When the two plots 15 and 16 are con- 


trains a speed of 30 m.p.h. gives the be 
economy. 

Now, as before, if the two graphs |7 
and 18 are considered together, 600-80 
ton trains at 30 m.p.h., or much heavic 
loads ranging up to 1,200 tons, may be 
operated at a best speed of 20 m.p.h. « 
an intermediate speed of 25 m.p.h. when 
the coal rates per d.b.h.p. hour wouk 
be about 2:25 and 2:5 lb. For the light 
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Fig. 17—Freight train loadings and coal available level 
track, South Kirkby coal 


is given by Figs. 15, 16, 17, and 18, re- 
ferring to passenger and freight train 
operation. 

Considering, in the first instance, pas- 
senger trains, the most economical load- 
ings at mean speeds of 40-50 m.p.h. on 
a level tangent are seen to range from 
600 to 800 tons. However in general, 


* Parts 1 and 2 appeared in our issues of 
September 11, and September 25 


sidered together, it would appear at any 
operating speed likely to be required the 
class “7” engines will handle passenger 
trains of from 500 to 600 tons weight on 
a very satisfactory coal consumption in 
relation to the work done. When hand- 
ling fast freight traffic and with train 
loads of, say, 600-800 tons which may 
have to be hauled, the best mean speed 
is 50 m.p.h., while for much _ heavier 


6 
FREIGHT TRAIN LOAD, |OO TONS 


Fig. 18—Freight train loadings and coal available \ in 200 
rising, South Kirkby coal 


trains of 600-800 tons and at 30 or, say, 
35 m.p.h., the coal rate would be 2:5 Ib. 
and at 40 m.p.h., about 2:3 to 2-8 Ib. 
per d.b.h.p. hour. 


Blidworth Coal 
Information on train loadings in rela- 
tion to the coal required per d.b.h.p. hour 
when Blidworth coal is being used is 
given in Figs. 19, 20, 21 and 22. The 
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consumptions are higher than when 
South Kirkby coal is used; at the same 
time, however, the most favourable load- 
speed ranges are practically alike for 
each quality of coal. For instance, 
taking passenger train working, the most 
economical loads on a level tangent road 
are, again, 600-800 tons at speeds of 40 
to 60 m.p.h.; further, assuming maxi- 
mum passenger train loads of 550 tons, 
speeds of 50, 60 and 70 m.p.h. are the 
most economical, the consumption rang- 
ing about 2-8 to 3:25 lb. of coal per 


d.b.h.p. hr. 
From Fig. 20 it will be seen that the 
§50-ton train may be economically 


worked over a rising grade of | in 200 at 
40 to 50 m.p.h., when the coal rates 
would be from 2-8 to, say, 3 Ib. per 
d.b.h.p. hr. In the case of heavier trains, 
satisfactory performance is attained at 
any speeds between 20 and 40 m.p.h. If 
a high mean speed is required, then, at 
60 m.p.h., train loads on an up grade of 
| in 200 must be limited to 300-400 tons, 
while this load on the level must be, from 
Fig. 19, about 70 m.p.h. when the coal 
rate is about 3-25 lb. per d.b.h.p. hr. 
Consumption characteristics when 
operating in freight traffic are given by 
Figs. 21 and 22, and from the former it 
will be seen that at 40 m.p.h. any load 
over 700 tons can be handled on a coal 
consumption varying only between the 
limits of 2:7 to 2:5 lb. per d.b.h.p. hr. 
When on a rising grade of | in 200, these 
loads must be operated at 20 m.p.h., the 


1 in 200 rising, Blidworth coal 


coal consumptions then being 3 lb. or 
less per d.b.h.p. hr. 
Road Tests 

To complete this review of the tests 
carried out with the class “7 ” locomo- 
tive No. 70005, Fig. 23 illustrates a high 
power performance with the equivalent 
passenger train loading of 850 tons at a 
mean speed of 47 m.p.h. over a section 
of a trip on the Settle and Carlisle divi- 
sion of the former L.M.S.R. Full details 
are given On the graph and, as a descrip- 
tion of the plan followed in making these 
controlled road trials was given in the 
former article in The Railway Gazette, 
to which reference has already been 
made, explanations will not be necessary. 

Attention is drawn to the inclusion in 
the train of two mobile testing units, 
which were added to increase the average 
drawbar pull over and above that due to 
a train of coaches of 430 tons, thus 
assimilating a pull which would be re- 
quired to haul an 850 ton passenger 
train. The cut-offs required varied from 
a minimum of 40 to a maximum of 59 
per cent. 

Slipping occurred at two points 
when the locomotive was running 
over a relatively easy section of track at 
a speed of about 30 and again at 40 
m.p.h. and developing in each instance 
1,900 d.b.h.p. The cut-offs were 59 and 
55 per cent respectively. Assuming a 
mean speed of 35 m.p.h. and a mean of 
1,900 d.b.h.p., the pull at the tender draw- 


bar would be: 


1,900 x 375 _ 39,300 Ib. 
35 

The tractive force at the rim of the 
driving wheels must be above this value, 
though, unfortunately, there is not any 
information given as to the cylinder 
horsepowers at later admission rates be- 
yond 50 per cent. All that can be said 
is that the locomotive resistance would 
possibly represent 250 h.p. if Figs. 6 and 
12 are compared for powers shown at 
35 m.p.h. This power added to the 
d.b.h.p. of 1,900 equals 2,150, which is 
the indicated horsepower. 

On this assumption, the indicated trac- 
tive force would then be 23,000 Ib. and 
at the rim of the coupled wheels less the 
frictional resistance of the engines, which 
would be low at this speed. Further, 
the relatively long rates of cut-offs used 
tend to smooth out the curve of turn- 
ing moments, and so reduce differences 
between the maximum and mean tractive 
efforts during each revolution of the 
drivers. 

Taking 23,000 Ib. as being the tractive 
force at the rims of the driving wheels, 
the ratio of adhesive weight to tractive 
force would be 5-9:1 comparing with 
4-23:1 when the rated tractive force of 
32,150 Ib. is taken into account. In view 
of the foregoing, it would seem difficult 
to account for the slipping reported dur- 
ing this specific test. 

(Concluded) 
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Remote-Drive Speed Measuring Instruments 


Special application to electric and diesel-electric 
locomotives and railcars with dual driving cabs 








.s \ 
‘ 
a 


Netherlands Railways electric locomotive equipped with a Teloc RT.835 speed 
indicator-recorder and Teloc A.1537 speed indicator 


PEED indicating instruments form 

part of the normal equipment pro- 
vided in the driving cabs of electric, 
diesel-electric, and  diesel-mechanical 
locomotives. They are also widely 
applied to steam locomotives and indi- 
cations are that railway administrations 
are becoming increasingly aware of the 
many advantages to be gained from 
fitting such equipment. Accurate and 
reliable indication of speed facilitates 
adherence to timetables, and where a 
recorder is fitted provides a means of 
checking speeds over restricted sections, 
avoiding the need of keeping a mileage 
log as locomotives are repaired on a 
mileage /time basis. 

Familiarity with a given route enables 
a locomotive driver to form a fair 
estimate of his speed. but without tan- 
gible means of speed indicating and 
recording, the estimate may not always 
be within the limits demanded. Further- 
more the use of such equipment avoids 
the often conflicting estimate of train 
speeds given at inquiries. 

Speed indicating and _ indicating- 
recording instruments supplied by the 
Hasler Telegraph Works, London, 
S.W.1, and manufactured by Hasler, 
S.A., Berne, Switzerland, include 
mechanically operated and_ electric 
remote drive instruments, both types of 
which are suitable for all forms of 
power, including railcars. Many differ- 
ent types of instruments are made which 
have standard cinematic measuring 
mechanism with conjugate movements. 
Thev indicate or record independently 
of direction of travel and give a clear 
record on specially prepared paper of 


relevant information; time, speed, dis- 
tance covered, duration, and stopping 
points. 

If required, supplementary informa- 
tion can be recorded such as the appli- 
cation of brakes, current “on” or “off”; 
brake pipe vacuum, steam heating pres- 
sure, passing of closed signals, or any 
other control which can be effected with 
the aid of an electro-magnet. In the 
mechanically driven type with or with- 
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out recorders, the measuring mechan- 
ism is operated by direct mechanical 
drive from one of the axles. 

Instruments operated by mechanical 
means are especially applicable to steam 
locomotives, where it is only necessary 
to fit one instrument in the cab. Speed 
measuring is performed by means of gear 
wheels with suitable coupling from the 
axle, either by the rigid type of drive 
with universal joints or a flexible drive, 
both of which are direct coupled to the 
pointer. The measuring time is 0-5 
seconds, so that indications and record- 
ings are for all practical purposes in- 
staneous; neither need the direction of 
rotation of the vehicle axle be con- 
sidered. 


Remote Electric Drive 

As a result of their many years’ experi- 
ence in the manufacture of speed indi- 
cating and recording equipment, the 
firm has recently evolved an electric 
remote drive for speed indicating or 
recording with special reference to rail- 
cars, electric locomotives, and so on, 
having dual driving cabs, for which this 
latest type of equipment has obvious 
advantages over instruments’ with 
mechanical drive. 

The equipment has been designed for 
fitting a speed indicator and recorder 
in the normal leading cab, and a speed 
indicator only in the trailing cab. Fig. 
1 shows the method of installation in 
both driving cabs. The Hasler electric 
remote drive transmits the rotating 
motion synchronously to the measuring 
instrument by means of a transmitter- 
converter which is fed by direct current 
from the vehicle’s battery of accumu- 
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Fig. 1— Diagram of connections of 

a Hasler electric remote drive 

consisting of one transmitter and 
two receivers 

























































434 THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 
+ 
4-0 
. oy ROTOR 
CONTACTS OF THE 
CONTROL-CURRENT SWITCH 
CURRENT 4 BRUSH 
REGULATOR |_-« staror>—_ 
| «COLLECTOR 
|—« SLIP RINGS 
* RESISTANCES 
| TRANSMITTER 2 RECEIVERS 


Fig. 2— Wiring diagram and layout of the electrical equipment of the Hasler 
electric remote drive with one transmitter and two receivers 


lators; the collector converts the d.c. 
into three-phase supply. 

The periodicity of the three-phase 
current is proportional to the rotating 
speed of the transmitter collector, and 
transmitted synchronously to one or two 
receiver motors, these being direct 
coupled to the measuring instruments. 
The transmitter consists essentially of a 
rotor with frontal collector; electrical 


resistance, and five double collector 
brushes. The receiver comprises a 
permanent magnetic rotor with ball 


bearings, and rotates in a three-phase 
stator-field. 

The apparatus is tuned electrically in 
such a way that any falling out of step 
caused by electrical or mechanical de- 
fects in the locomotive would at once 
be rendered clearly visible by a drop in 
speed of some 80 per cent, asynchron- 


ous running is not possible. To obtain 
as uniform current-conditions as pos- 
sible at the different speeds of rotation, 
and particularly when the vehicle is at 
rest, a current regulator (iron-hydrogen 
resistance) is included in the feed circuit. 
This resistance, composed of a ballast 
lamp, changes the amount of the resis- 
tance in accordance with the loading, 
thus limiting the feed-current to a defi- 
nite admissable maximum. 

The layout of the electrical equip- 
ment is shown in Fig. 2; this arrange- 
ment is suitable for fitting a tachograph 
in the normal leading cab, with a tacho- 
meter in the trailing cab, and shows the 
electrical connections of the transmitter 
and two receivers. A gearbox is inter- 
posed between the axle and the trans- 
mitter and provides for a collector speed 
of between 650-800 r.p.m. at which 
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speed the receiving instruments show 
maximum deflection. A speed incre?s- 
ing or reducing gearbox provides :or 
this speed range. Conversion from 
mechanical to electric remote drive is 
easily accomplished. 

The firm manufactures various ty;es 
of electric remote drive instruments || 
designed specifically for the duties ; e- 
quired as are the mechanically operaicd 
recorders. Nominal voltages are n 
mally 36, 48, or 60 d.c. Fluctuatic:s 
for short times between +25 per ceit 
and —20 per cent of the nominal valie 
have no adverse influence on the wo 
ing of the electric remote drive insti 
ments. With additional resistances 
higher voltages can be used. 1 
power absorbed by one instrument at 
normal voltage is about 25-35 watt and 
50-70 watt where two instruments are 
fitted. 

The receiver with internal screw 
thread is fitted to the Tel and Teloc 
apparatus by means of a screwed ring. 
The current regulator, which can be 
arranged on an existing switch panel, 
has a bedplate of insulating material and 
is protected by means of a perforated 
hood. The electric wires are installed 
in the customary manner, a terminal 
box being provided, and mounted on the 
vehicle frame, as close to the trans- 
mitter as possible, so keeping the 
special cable between the receiver and 
terminal box short and easily accessible. 
All exposed connections are adequately 
protected. 


Method of Recording 
Incidents are recorded by means of 
cinematic measuring mechanism, the 
recording being effected by a steel ball 





Rigid shaft drive (left) on a steam locomotive, Swiss Federal Railways and (right) Teloc RT.835 speed indicator- 
recorder fitted in a steam locomotive cab 
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The Teloc RT.835 speed indicator 
recorder 


on specially prepared paper, from which 
copies can be easily taken; no ink is 
required. The width of the paper varies 
according to the type of instrument re- 
quired and its purpose. 

Time is recorded graphically by 
means of figures marked on the paper. 
When the vehicle is standing the paper 
is fed by the clock, but at a reduced 
speed. The paper feed is five mm. per 
mile or km. when the instrument is in 
operation, and five mm. per hr. when 
the spindle is stopped. At a lower 
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section of the paper a portion is used 
for recording speed and is graduated 
similarly to the dial of the instrument. 

A section above the speed record- 
ing portion is divided by lines into ten 
divisions, and is used for minutes. 
These are recorded by a continuous line 
alternately rising or falling, each up or 
down movement representing ten 
minutes; the interval between each line 
corresponds to one minute. The un- 
ruled space above the minute record is 
used for recording hours, which is 
carried out by means of a wheel pro- 
vided with 24 sets of points, each form- 
ing a figure of one of the 24 hrs. 

The wheel rotates behind the paper 
driven by the clock mechanism. At 
each hour a pawl is released and causes 
the wheel to be forced momentarily 
against the paper, and the corresponding 
hour in figures is punctured on to the 
record. The principle adopted consists 
in indicating by a graphic recorder, 
the displacement of a part during a pre- 
determined time interval. The opera- 
tion is therefore dependent upon two 
movements, constant, and variable. 


Clock Mechanism 


The constant movement is obtained 
by a simple clock mechanism, while the 
variable movement, which is propor- 
tional to the speed, is applied to the 
spindle of the instrument by suitable 
gearing from the wheel in motion. The 
combination of the two movements 
enables the speed to be measured and 
transmitted to the recording stylus. By 





Teloc A.1537 speed indicator 


means Of clock escapement, the constant 
time measuring mechanism is geared 
during a pre-determined period with the 
mechanism of the variable movement. 

During this exact movement the 
measuring piece is moved an amount 
proportional to the speed. This dis- 
placement is transmitted to the stylus, 
after which the measuring mechanism 
returns to zero to recommence its move- 
ment for the next period. 





Teloc RT.835 speed indicator-recorder (left), with receiver fitted in the cab of an electric locomotive, and (right) Teloc 
A.1637 speed indicator only, with receiver fitted in the cab 








AWARDS FOR PROFICIENCY IN PERMANENT 
Way Susyects.—Permanent way staff of 
the North Eastern Region have won three 
awards out of twelve given on the whole 
of British Railways for proficiency gained 
at evening classes in permanent way sub- 
jects. The award was a five-day trip to 
France with facilities to visit French 
National Railway’s civil engineering works 
with special reference to permanent way. 
Evening classes in permanent way subjects 
are held during the winter months at all 
the principal centres throughout the six 
Regions of British Railways. Lectures are 
arranged to cover both practical and 
technical sides of the work. Practical 


demonstrations are carried out on selected 
stretches of track and in the storeyards 
where prefabrication of the different types 
of layouts is in progress. The examinations 
cover the whole of the country, the 
average number of candidates being 900. 


REMOTE INDICATION OF PRESSURES, TEM- 
PERATURES AND MECHANICAL MOVEMENTS.— 
A new system for measuring pressures, tem- 
peratures and mechanical movements elec- 
trically and indicating the results at a dis- 
tance has been introduced by Salford 
Electrical Instruments Limited, in collabo- 
ration with the research laboratories of 
the General Electric Co. Ltd. The system 


is a development of the original electro- 
mechanical converter system and intro- 
duces a smaller transducer with a wide 
range of applications used with a dia- 
phragm assembly consisting of the beryl- 
lium copper capsule brazed into a suitable 
housing, it will find obvious applications in 
gas works, water works, and oil installa- 
tions, enabling measurements of low pres- 
sure line pressures down to 10-in. water 
gauge to be taken at many selected points 
and read on indicating dials in a central 
control or operation room. It is particu- 
larly valuable where it is undesirable or 
inconvenient to run pipework into indi- 
cating position. 
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Track Drainage Between Harrow and South Kenton, L.M.R. 


Complete renewal of formation 
and provision of improved system 


Two dragline excavators assisted by two bulldozers digging out waterlogged 
clay Lefore laying new formation for track bed in first stage of operations 


WORK has begun on the renewal of 
the formation and the provision 
of new track drainage between Harrow 
and South Kenton, London Midland 
Region, British Railways. This work 
became necessary when ballast became 


choked, resulting in the prevention of 
effective drainage and the formation of 
slurry which flowed into the track 
drains. 

Trouble of this type is apt to occur 
where the natural ground formation is 


clay in one of its many forms, 
where the weight and density of tra 
are higher than those which obtaii 
when the line was first built. 

In the majority of cases, the forma- 
tion is originally cut to a crossfall lead- 
ing to the track drains. This is the: 
overlaid by ash or stone pitching whi 
constitutes the formation on which 
laid the stone track ballast and the trac 
itself. | When the Harrow and Sout 
Kenton track was first laid down any 
water falling on or getting into the ba! 
last quickly found its way to the drain- 
age system. In course of time, how 
ever, the ballast gradually became 
choked, the flow of water to the drains 
was reduced, and water remained in the 
ballast and on the formation for longer 
periods. The pumping action of traffic, 
combined with the tendency of the clay 
content of the formation to absorb 
moisture, produced over a period a clay 
slurry, and this slurry has flowed to- 
wards and into the track drains. 

Even where special maintenance is 
applied to the track length, joints in 
drains become clogged with slurry and 
virtually ineffective. When this point is 
reached deterioration in conditions is 
rapid. Breakdown of the formation 
continues, and traffic action pumps the 
slurry formed up to the top of the bal- 
last. Clogging results and the slurry 
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Electric tracks at Kenton showing the waterlogged track bed 
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eventually spews into the cesses. In 
any such circumstances maintenance, 
especially in wet weather, presents ex- 
ceptional difficulties. Constant attention 
is required or the line and level of the 
track become greatly affected. The 
only remedy when conditions of this 
kind obtain is the complete renewal of 
the formation and the provision of an 
improved drainage system. 


Method of Renewal 


The first stage in the renewal is the 
removal of track in one line of the 
affected area. The spent ballast and 
formation are then excavated to a depth 
calculated to be sufficient for the 
strength of the natural formation to 
withstand the loading of traffic. The 
next stage is the graduation of the 
formation to a crossfall to the new 
drainage system. A sand blanket of 
sufficient thickness to blind the clay and 
prevent it pumping and fouling the bal- 
last is then laid to the required crossfall, 
the drainage system is placed and the 
track ballast unloaded. The track is 
then reinstated and fettled up. 


Special Traffic Arrangements 


Such an operation as that described 
above applied to the area under con- 
sideration would, if care were not ex- 
ercised, obviously involve considerable 
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Second stage. Spreading sand over waterlogged clay after excavation to d2pth 
at which natural formation can withstand traffic load 





dislocation of traffic, and to avoid this 
the work is being confined to 37 Sun- 
days. During the periods in which work 
is actually in progress electric trains 
from Euston and Elephant & Castle will 
terminate at Wembley Central, and 
those from Watford at Harrow and 
Wealdstone. Steam trains and special 
buses will be waiting to convey passen- 
gers between the two points, serving. 
tenton, South Kenton and North Wem- 
bley. Luggage, prams and bicycles will 
be conveyed by parcels vans especially 
provided for the purpose. 


Third stage in treatment of the section. 

Waterproof course of heavy roofing 

felt is laid over the sand layer. The 

felt course in turn will be covered by 

another of sand and finally by the 
ballast for track bed 








New PHILips INDUCTION HEATING GENERA- 
roR.—Philips Electrical Limited has 
recently added to its range of induction 
heating generators with the introduction of 
type F 13, with a maximum output of 6 KW 
(continuous). This generator satisfies the 
demand for a medium power equipment 
in the lower price group, and ranges 


between the Philips 24-kW and 10-kW 
generators. It has a built-in variable 
coupling transformer for “on load” con- 
trol of the output power, which allows for 
a choice of automatic or manual opera- 
tion. Tapped h.t. secondary voltages are 
available, and a synchronous motor timer 
with a wide choice of time rangers can be 


supplied. The valve complement consists 
of one oscillator valve and six rectifier 
valves, and the equipment is designed to 
operate on 380/440-V, 3-phase, 50 cycles. 
The generator conforms to BSS 1799, 
and is supplied complete with mains 
breaker and interference suppressor unit. 
All circuits are fully fused. 
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Diesel Railcar Working on the G.N.R.(I.) 


Flexibility in working main-line and secondary services 
and in haulage of vacuum fitted wagons and vans 





Belfast to Londonderry express diesel railcar train leaving Portadown with 


parcel vans in rear. 


HE 20 A.E.C. railcars with bodies 
built by Park Royal Vehicles 
Limited, placed in service on the Great 
Northern Railway (Ireland) between 
June, 1950, and March, 1951, with 
other railcar units of the G.N.R. (1.) 
now perform about one-third of the 
total passenger mileage. The one or 
two trailer coaches marshalled between 
the railcars to form three- or four- 
coach trains were rebuilt specially at 
the G.N.R. works at Dundalk. Units 
are working on rosters of 230-360 
miles daily; the average daily mileage 
is about 300. Some of the A.E.C. cars 
placed in service in June, July, and 
August, 1950, have achieved mileages 
of over 200,000. The use of railcars 
with one or two intermediate trailer 
coaches, and the ability of railcar sets 
to haul vans, and so on, afford con- 
siderable flexibility in operation. 

The outstanding high-speed diesel 
service is the non-stop 11 a.m. run 
from Dublin to Belfast, returning non- 
stop from Belfast at 4.45 p.m. This 
diesel “Enterprise,” (as distinct from 
the steam “Enterprise,” the latter 
running at 10.30 a.m. from Belfast 
and returning at 5.30 p.m. from 
Dublin) is four-car in the summer, 
with two railcars and two intermediate 
coaches, and three-car in winter, with 
one intermediate coach. Refreshment 
service is provided in all cases. 

The steam “Enterprise” time in both 
directions between Dublin and Belfast 
has always been 24 hrs., and the three- 
car diesels have maintained this tim- 
ing since their introduction. The four- 
car diesels on summer non-stop work- 
ing were allowed 2} hrs. until last 


This train conveys a heavy parcels traffic 


summer, when a 2}-hr. timing was in- 
troduced and maintained for these 
heavier trains. 


Sunday Excursions 


On Sundays in the season the diesel 
sets are used for long-distance tours, 
such as to the Hills of Donegal, in- 
volving a rail journey of 312 miles and 
80 miles by road, or to the Glens of 
Antrim, with rail and road mileages 
of 226 and 102 respectively. Sunday 


railcar trips also are run to seaside 
towns sucn as Bundoran (G.N.R.) and 
Bangor (Ulster Transport Authority), 
there is a buffet service on all these 
trips, on which the railcar sets accom- 
modate some _ 150-200 passengers, 
according to composition. 

Apart trom the Dublin-Belfast main 
line, railcars are used in a number of 
secondary services, such as_ Belfasi- 
Omagh - Londonderry, Belfast - Ban- 
bridge - Newcastle, Belfast - Lisburn- 
Antrim, and Dublin-Drogheda-Dun- 
dalk. The normal train composition on 
these services is three-car, with two 
railcars and one intermediate trailer, but 
sometimes an additional coach is 
attached. 


Haulage of Four-Wheel Vehicles 


Four-wheei vacuum fitted vehicles 
such as horseboxes, cattle wagons, 
and fish vans, are hauled on some 
secondary services. 

In the winter timetable two four- 
wheel vehicles are hauled daily by the 
2.10 p.m. Belfast to Londonderry and 
the 6.40 p.m. Londonderry to Belfast. 
Apart from the diesel working there is 
only one steam passenger train daily in 
each direction on the Antrim branch, 
and by at least one of the diesel ser- 
vices wagons of livestock are hauled 
every day. A bogie coach is hauled 
on Saturdays by the 12.39 p.m. Ban- 
bridge to Belfast and the 1.40 p.m. 
Belfast to Banbridge. By the 3.10 
p.m. Clones to Portadown and _ the 
6.15 p.m. Portadown to Tynan, four- 


! wheel vehicles are hauled almost daily. 








Arrival at Belfast Queen Victoria Street of 11 a.m. ‘‘ Enterprise’ non-stop from 
Dublin, showing barrier on platform segregating Customs examination area 
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RAILWAY NEWS SECTION 


PERSONAL 


Mr. H. H. Phillips, Chief Commercial 
Cfficer, British Transport Commission, 
who, as recorded in our August 7 issue, 
left this country for New Zealand on 
August 9 to prepare a report on the Tas- 
anian Government Railways, is returning 

» England by air on October 19. 


Mr. Mohamed Ebrahim Ali Kizilbash, 
who, as recorded in our October 9 issue, 
has been appointed Manager, Bombay Port 
Trust Railway, joined the Madras & 
Southern Mahratta Railway in January, 
1921, as a Probationary Assistant Traffic 
Superintendent at the age of 21. After 
three years’ training in all railway depart- 





Mr. 


M. E. A. Kizilbash 


Appointed Manager, . 
Bombay Port Trust Railway, India 


ments he worked as Assistant Traffic Super- 
intendent at Waltair, Madras, Hubli and 
Marmugoa. He also worked as Assistant 
Traffic Superintendent on the Nizam’s 
Guaranteed State Railway and as Inspector 
of Docks with the Commissioners for the 
Port of Calcutta. He was appointed Assis- 
tant Manager, Bombay Port Trust Rail- 
way, on January 29, 1931, and was con- 
firmed as Deputy Manager on November 
11, 1944. During the 1939-45 war he 
handled very heavy movement of personnel 
and equipment of the defence forces of the 
British and Allied nations through the Port 
of Bombay. He successfully tackled the 
problems arising out of the explosion of 
Bombay Docks in April, 1944. He assumed 
charge of the post of Manager, Bombay 
Port Trust Railway, on May 18, 1953, vice 
Mr. H. A. Gaydon, who has proceeded on 
leave preparatory to retirement. 


Mr. B. M. Strouts, who, as recorded in 
our October 2 issue, has been appointed 
District Passenger Superintendent, Sheffield, 
Eastern Region, British Railways, was 
educated at Aldenham and St. John’s Col- 
lege, Cambridge. He entered the service 
of the London & North Eastern Railway as 
a Traffic Apprentice in 1931, and, on com- 
pletion of his training, was attached to the 
Goods Manager’s Office, Southern Area, 
L.N.E.R. In 1935 he was appointed Assis- 


tant to the Industrial Agent, and, a year 
later, he went to India as Joint Secretary 
to the Indian Railway Enquiry Committee 
under the Chairmanship of Sir Ralph Wedg- 
wood. Mr. Strouts returned to the Chief 
General Manager’s Office in 1937 and re- 
mained there until appointed Assistant to 
the District Goods Manager, Kings Cross, 
in 1938. As a member of the Supplemen- 
tary Reserve, he was called up in 1939, and 
served with a Railway Operating Company 
in the B.E.F., and in Persia, and on the 
staff of G.H.Q., Middle East. He returned 
to England in 1943 and formed a Railway 
Operating Group; later he was transferred 
to S.H.A.E.F. and served on the staff of the 
Director-General of Military Railways and 
as a Liaison Officer with the Netherlands 


Mr. Ernest Charles Weston, Coal Sup- 
plies Officer, Derby, London Midland 
Region, British Railways, who, as recorded 
in our October 2 issue, retired on Septem- 
ber 30, was responsible for the distribu- 
tion of 5,000,000 tons of locomotive coal 
annually. He began his career as an 
apprentice in the Midland Railway works 
at Derby in 1906 and later became an 
Assistant to the Superintendent of Motive 
Power at Derby and Euston. He was 
closely associated with the early experi- 
ments and development of diesel shunting 
units and is a member of the Diesel En- 
gine Users’ Association. Mr. Weston is 
also a past member of the Institute of 
Locomotive Engineers and a member of 
the Derby Society of Engineers. In 1946 





Mr. B. M. Strouts 


Appointed District Passenger Superintendent, 
Sheffield, Eastern Region, British Railways 


Railways. In 1945 he was appointed 
Deputy-Director of Railways, Cologne, and 
placed in charge of the Cologne Division of 
the Reichsbahn with the rank of Colonel. 
He was Mentioned in Despatches and 
awarded the M.B.E. While on active ser- 
vice, Mr. Strouts was appointed Assistant 
District Superintendent, Nottingham, and 
later Assistant District Superintendent, 
Manchester, taking up the latter position 
in January, 1946, after demobilisation. In 
November, 1946, he was appointed Assis- 
tant to Passenger Manager (General), Liver- 
pool Street, and, in February, 1948, Assis- 
tant Commercial Superintendent (General- 
Passenger). Later in the same year he was 
appointed Rates, Fares & Development 
Assistant to Executive Officer, Railway 
Executive Headquarters, and, in August, 
1949, he was seconded to the Road Haul- 
age Executive as Co-ordination Officer (In- 
land Transport). Mr. Strouts has been on 
a special appointment since July, 1952. He 
holds the rank of Colonel in the Army 
Emergency Reserve as Commander, 19 
Railway Group, R.E. 


Mr. D. H. C. du Plessis, General Mana- 


ger, South African Railways, is in this 
country on a short business visit. Mr. 
D. M. Robbertze, Assistant General 


Manager (Commercial), 
Britain. 


is also in Great 


Mr. E. C. Weston 


— Supplies Officer, Derby, 
L.M. Region, 1946-53 


Mr. Weston returned to Derby from 
Euston to take charge of the Derby Coal 
office, where he remained until his retire- 
ment. 


MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 
& CiviL AVIATION 

The Rt. Hon. Alan Lennox-Boyd, M.P., 
Minister of Transport & Civil Aviation, 
has appointed new Chairmen of Licensing 
Authorities for Public Service Vehicles, as 
follows:— 

Mr. J. A. T. Hanlon has been appointed 
to the Northern Traffic Area in place of 
Mr. S. W. Nelson, who has succeeded Sir 
Arnold Musto, C.IE., as the Licensing 
Authority for the Western Traffic Area. 
Mr. Hanlon will take up his appointment 
on November 1. 

Mr. C. R. Hodgson, O.B.E., has been 
appointed to the South Wales Traffic Area 
in place of Mr. H. J. Thom, C.LE., M.C. 

Mr. Thom will become Licensing 
Authority for the South Eastern Traffic 
Area following the retirement of Mr. 
Gordon Tucker, C.B.E. Mr. Hodgson will 
take up his appointment on November 18. 

Mr. A. G. Curtis, O.B.E., has been 
appointed to be Chairman of the Licensing 
Authority for Public Servicé Vehicles in 
the East Midland Traffic Area to succeed 
Mr. J. W. Fletcher, who is retiring on 
December 2. 
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Mr. T. P. Harris 


General Purchasing Agent, 
Canadian National Railway, 1948-53 


Mr. Thomas 
chasing Agent, 


P. Harris, General Pur- 
Canadian National Rail- 
ways, who, as recorded in our October 2 
issue, is retiring, was born at Bristol. Mr. 
Harris joined the Purchasing Department 
of the Grand Trunk Railway in 1911 at 
Montreal. From 1915 to 1919 he served 
overseas as a stretcher bearer with the 
Sixth Canadian Infantry. On his return to 
Montreal and the Grand Trunk Rail- 
way’s Fuel & Tie Division of the Purchas- 
ing Department, Mr. Harris became the 
first to draw up specifications for railway 
lumber purchases. He was made Assis- 
tant Purchasing Agent at Montreal in 1928 
and ten years later moved to Detroit as 
Purchasing Agent for the Grand Trunk 
Western Railway. In 1942 he went to 
Winnipeg as Purchasing Agent and six 
years later was back at Montreal as 
General Purchasing Agent, in which cava- 
city he was responsible for all railway 
purchases except rolling stock, floating 
equipment, fuel and forest products. He 
is a member of the executive committee 
of the Canadian Railway Club. 


Mr. E. W. Isaacs has been appointed 
Chief Mechanical Engineer, Chittaranjan 
Locomotive Works, India. 


Mr. J. Cairns, Secretary of the 
Tasmanian Government Railways, has 
been appointed Assistant General 


Manager of that system. 


Mr. N. McCusker has been appointed 
Assistant Secretary (Finance & Opera- 
tions), New South Wales Government 
Railway. 


We regret to record the death of Lt.- 
Colonel D. S. Gribble, M.B.E., late 9th 
Gurka Regt. Before and during the 1914-18 
war, Lt.-Colonel Gribble was _ promi- 
nently associated with the development of 
the Movement Control units, Royal Engi- 
neers. After holding Q (M) staff appoint- 
ments with the B.E.F. in France, 1939-40, 
and at the War Office, he was appo'nted 
Officer Commanding the Movement Con- 
trol (Technical Training & Depot) Bat- 
talion, R.E., and in that capacity esvecially 
he was well known to and respected by 
large numbers of all ranks recruited from 


Mr. John Eaton 


General Purchasing Agent, 
Canadian Pacific Railway, 1947-53 


travel industries, who 
through Longmoor 


the transport and 
served at or passed 
Camp. 


Mr. John Eaton, General Purchasing 
Agent, Canadian Pacific Railway, who, as 
recorded in our October 2 issue, retired at 
the end of last month, joined the C.P.R. 
at Montreal in 1905. During the 1939-45 
war Mr. Eaton was Director-General of 
Purchases for the Department of Munitions 
& Supply, receiving recognition for his 
services in the award of the O.B.E. He 
was appointed General Purchasing Agent 
in 1947. Mr. Eaton is a Past President of 
the Purchasing Agents’ Association of 
Montreal. He was President of the 
Canadian Railway Club last year. 


Mr. George L. Bryson, Passenger Traffic 
Manager, U.S. Lines, Canadian National 
Railways, has retired. He has been suc- 
ceeded by Mr. John L. Bickley. 


Mr. Reginald William Clampitt has been 
appointed Stationmaster at York, British 
Railways, North Eastern Region. 


Mr. C. F. Barnard, General Manager of 
Mirrlees, Bickerton & Day, Limited, Stock- 
port, has been appointed Managing 
Director of that company. 


Mr. R. A. Balfour has joined the board 
of High Speed Steel Alloys Limited. He 
is Chairman of Tinsley Rolling Mills 
Co. Ltd., and Managing Director of 
Arthur Balfour & Co. Ltd. 


Mr. A. W. Haig has been appointed 
Manager of the new branch of Thos. 
Cook & Son which has been opened in 
Aberdeen. He has been manager at 
Cook’s office in the Civil Service Stores, 
London, and is succeeded there by Mr. J. 
Campkin. 


Mr. P. H. Harding, head of the Tender 
Engineering Department at the British 
Thomson-Houston Co. Ltd., Willesden 
Works, has retired after 50 years service 
with the company. Mr. Harding has been 
succeeded by Mr. G. E. G. Foden, B.Sc., 
A.M.LE.E., who joined the company in 
1920. 


The late Mr. A. Morris 


Assistant Controller, 
L.M.S. Railway Hotels, 1939-46 


We regret to record the death on 
October 6 of Mr. Alfred Morris, formerly 
Assistant Controller, London Midland & 
Scottish Railway Hotels. Mr. Morris be- 
gan his career in an Edinburgh lawyer's 
office. Three years later he became a 
clerk in the Central Hotel, Glasgow, and 
in 1912, he became Manager of the Cale- 
donian Hotel, Edinburgh. He was 
appointed Manager of the Adelphi, Liver- 
pool, in 1925. Mr. Morris became 
Assistant Controller, L.M.S. Hotels, in 
1939 and remained in this position until his 
retirement in 1946. The funeral took 
place at Warriston Crematorium on 
October 9. 


We regret to record the death on Wed- 
nesday, September 23, of Mr. C. H. Pant- 
ing, Manager of the Worcester Branch otf 
British Insulated Callender’s Cables Ltd.. 
for over 20 years. 


Mr. I. B. Cooke, previously Works 
Manager of Fielding & Platt, Limited, has 
been appointed a Director and General 
Manager of the Hopkinson Electric Co. 
Ltd., Cardiff. Mr. J. W. C. Milligan re- 
linquishes the managing directorship oi 
Hopkinson Electric, but retains a seat on 
that company’s board. 


Mr. E. J. Mercer, General Manager of 
the English branch of the Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Company, and Mr. M. M. 
Tulloch, London Manager of the General 
Machinery Division, have been appointed 
to the board of a new company formed 
in this country by the parent company to 
handle its British business and the business 
of export markets which can be conveni- 
ently served from the United Kingdom. 


Mr. I. M. Lyon, General Manager of 
the Renfrew and Dumbarton works of 
Babcock & Wilcox Limited, who is 
resigning at the end of the year, will con- 
tinue to serve ina consulting capacity. He 
will be succeeded on January 1 by Mr. 
D. D. Cruikshanks, formerly Deputy 
General Manager, East Indian Rai‘way. 
The Assistant General Manager will be 
Mr. T. Carlile, who is at present the repre- 
sentative of the company in its New York 
Office. 





Witka 
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E.C.A.F.E. RAILWAY SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Delegates who have been attending the 
meetings of the Railway Sub-committee of 
the Economic Commission for Asia and 
the Far East are now in Great Britain as 
part of a study tour which includes this 
country, France, the Netherlands, Germany 
and Switzerland. The delegates include: 

Burma: 

Mr. Sett Kaing, Secretary, 
way Board. 

Mr. San Way, District Engineer, 
Burma Railways. 

Cambodia: 

Mr. S. E. Sonn Voeunsai, General Mana- 
ger, Cambodia State Railway. 

China: 

Mr. Yuan Mong Hung, Vice-President of 
Taiwan Sugar Company, Delegate. 

Mr. Chen Ching-Fu, Mechanical Engi- 
neer, Adviser. 

Mr. Shu Mei Sheng, Chancellor of Em- 
bassy of the Republic of China, Paris, 
Secretary. 

France: 

Mr. Tourneur, Central Rolling Stock & 
Motive Power Department, S.NC. 

Mr. Battestini, General Secretary of the 
Association of Railway Kolling Stock 
Manufacturers. 

Mr. Brissonneau (Messrs. 
Lotz). 

Germany: 

Mr. Hanko, J. C. C. Krupp. 


Burma Rail- 


Bridges, 


Brissonneau & 


India: 
Mr. R. H. G. Da Cunha Da Costa, Rail- 
way Adviser : the Office of the High 


Commissioner for India, London. 

Mr. N. G. K. Rao  Gopalkrishna, 
Deputy Director, Railway Research & 
Testing Centre, Lucknow. 

Mr. J. R. Vachha Tehmton, 
Engineer, Western Railway. 

Indonesia: 

Mr. Moh Effendi Salah, General Mana- 
ger, Indonesian State Railway. 

Mr. Sidi Bakarudin. 

Japan: 

Mr. Naomasa Shoie, Chief, Train Opera- 
tion, Japanese National Railways. 

Mr. Junichi Veda, Chief, Railway Super- 
vision, Ministry of Transportation. 

Mr. Seizo Nakaji, Chief Planning Sec- 
tion, Construction & Maintenance, J.N.R. 

Mr. Ichizo Kato, Chief, Rolling Stock 
Repair Section, Rolling Stock & Mech- 
anical Engineering Department, J.N.R. 

Malaya and North Borneo: 

Mr. Sanderson. 

Pakistan: 

Mr. A. G. Khan, 
way Division. 

Thailand: 


Executive 


Director Traffic, Rail- 


Mr. Luang Pisal Markvidule, Superinten- 
dent Engineer, Maintenance Division. 
Mr. Kunjara Na Ayutaya, Superinten- 


dent Engineer, Motive Power Division. 

United Kingdom: 

Mr. J. W. Holt, Adviser. 

U.S.S.R.: 

Mr. Ivan Soujasov, Chief of the Delega- 
tion. 

Mr. Pripoltcev, Engineer. 

Mr. Ivan Matazow, Engineer. 

Mr. Belsky. 

Viet-Nam: 

Mr. Tran-Le-Quang, Engineer. 

EC AF £.: 

Mr. M. S. Ahmad, Chief of Transport 
Division. 

The delegates are being entertained this 
(Friday) evening by the British Transport 
Commission to an informal dinner at the 
Charing Cross Hotel. 
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L.M.R. Educational Facilities 


London Mid- 
British Scteens has 
carried on the practice of the former 
L.M.S.R. in providing excellent facilities 
for all grades of staff to learn more about 
their work and qualify themselves for pro- 
motion. During the coming winter, classes 
on nearly all aspect of railway work will 
be held at over 40 centres including 
Birmingham, Crewe, Derby, Liverpool, 
London, and Manchester. Fees are paid 
by British Railways, textbooks provided, 
and where necessary free travel is granted 
to and from the centres. Examinations are 
held at the end of the session and prizes 
awarded to successful students. 

To meet the needs of staff who for 
various reasons may not be able to attend 
the centres, special correspondence courses 
in goods station clerical work and booking 
and parcels office clerical work have been 
instituted. In addition, consideration is 
given to the refund of fees to staff who 
complete certain other approved corre- 
spondence courses which have a direct con- 
nection with the present or possible future 
duties of the student. 

Another feature of the educational 
arrangements is the discussion courses held 
in Birmingham, Liverpool, and London. 
hese are conducted on the lines of a dis- 
cussion group and are intended to give 
railway students a broader view of the 
railway industry and of departments other 
than their own. 


Since nationalisation the 
land Region of 


Block Signalling Classes 

Block signalling classes have always been 
very popular, and this year instruction will 
be given at 29 centres. hese classes are 
divided into preliminary, intermediate 
and advanced sections and at the Man- 
chester School of Signalling special demon- 
strations are given to advanced students. 

Staff are also encouraged to attend 
courses run by local educational authori- 
ties. A satisfactory record of race a 
at approved classes qualifies students for < 
refund of fees paid. 

At practically every motive power depot 
in the Region there is a mutual improve- 
ment class and lectures and equipment are 
provided for practical demonstrations. 
Ambulance classes are organised through- 
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out the Region and certificates, vouchers 
and medallions of the St. John Ambulance 
Association are awarded to those success- 
ful in the examinations. 

It is expected that over 5,000 London 
Midland staff will attend classes during the 
coming winter. 


. . . . . 
Swiss Railcar Visits Munich 
“~~ . . . 
Exhibition 

To convey Swiss visitors to the German 
Transport Exhibition in Munich, and 
demonstrate Swiss rolling stock, a special 
train hauled by a new 2,000-h.p. electric 
railcar of the Berne-Neuchatel Railway of 
the type described in our October 2 issue, 
recently travelled from Switzerland 
through Austria and Bavaria. 

The train, comprising a Swiss restaurant 
car and second class lightweight coach of 
the latest design, ran via Ziirich, Buchs 
(where a different contact pan had to be 
fitted to the pantograph to suit the over- 
head lines of the Austrian and Bavarian 
railways), Innsbruck, Mittenwald and 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen. It was driven by 
Swiss motormen, accompanied by Austrian 
and German pilotmen. 

In Munich the train was exhibited for 
some days at the Holzkirchen Station. A 
trial run was made on the Munich-Rosen- 
heim-Traunstein line, which is laid partly 
with pre-stressed concrete sleepers and 
long-welded rails, and special permission 
was obtained from the Loetschberg Rail 
way, Which works the Berne—Neuchatel 
line, to exceed the rated maximum speed. 
Speeds of up to 140 km.p.h. were obtained, 
and acceleration tests were carried out 
with highly satisfactory results. 


POWELL DUFFRYN LIMITED, RESULTS.—A 
final dividend of 5 per cent, less tax, has 
been announced by Powell Duffryn Limited 
on the £9,660,471 ordinary stock for the 
year ended March 31. With the interim divi- 
dend of 3 per cent, paid on February 24, 
this has absorbed £265,663. Dividend on 
the £3,600,000 4} per cent cumulative 
preference stock for the six months ended 
June 30, was paid on July 1. 





Block signalling class at Euston House, showing instruments used for instruction 
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Ministry of Transport Accident Report 


Colonel D. McMullen, Inspecting Officer 
of Railways, Ministry of Transport, in- 
quired into the accident which occurred at 
about 4.40 p.m. on May 5, 1953, at the 
Ystrad Caron occupation crossing, near 
Tregaron, when an inspection special, con- 
sisting of one coach drawn by a tank en- 
gine running bunker first at about 25 m.p.h., 
ran into a motor van and carried it forward 
about 88 yd. It burst into flames and its 
6 occupants were either killed outright or 
fatally injured. Assistance was called with- 
out delay and quickly arrived. It was fine 
and dry, with little wind. 

The crossing was listed in the Manchester 
and Milford Railway Act of 1860, under 
which the single line was constructed, and 
the road gives access to 4 farms from the 
Tregaron-Lampeter main road. Approach- 
ing it in the direction the van was coming 
from, the road has 3 ft. earth banks with a 


VAN APPROACHED WITH GATES BELIEVED TO HAVE 
BEEN LEFT OPEN AND WAS DRIVEN STRAIGHT ON 


TO THE 


TREGARON 
STATION 











Ystrad Caron Crossing, May 5, 1953: 


British Railways, Western Region 
number of children passing over it; he 
always whistled, and more _ frequently 


when driving special trains. 

Two lengthmen, who used the crossing 
regularly when going to and from work, 
were returning home 20 min. before the 
accident, found the gates open and shut 
them. There were then children in the play- 
ing fields, who told the headmaster and 
permanent way inspector that they were 
quite sure they closed the gates when re- 
turning to school about 5 min. after the 
lengthmen passed. These men and the 
ganger stated that they frequently found 
the gates open and the latter, 4 or 5 weeks 
earlier, had actually warned the van driver 
who was killed. 

The headmaster thought the playing fields 
were acquired in 1919. About 70 children 
used them daily. He had often noticed the 
gates left open and on the morning of the 


OCCUPANTS LOST THEIR LIVES 


they been shut it is reasonable to assume 
that one of the passengers would have 
alighted to open them and not have been 
in the van when struck. The person als 
would have been seen crossing the line by 
the engine crew. Experiment showed that 
had the van been stationary while the 
gates were being opened with engine run- 
ning and windows closed the whistling 
should have been heard. Colonel Mc- 
Mullen inclines therefore to the view that 
the gates were open, but is unable to say 
who left them so. 

The passage of a motor vehicle here is 
not dangerous, even for a driver without 
a passenger. It needs nothing more than 
ordinary care. All that is necessary is fo 
him, after opening both gates, to pass 
through the near side one far enough to 
get a good view of the line; in that posi 
tion he is well away from the track. The 


INSPECTION SPECIAL TRAIN TRAVELLING AT ABOUT 
25 M.P.H. FIREMAN SAW VAN MOVE IN FRONT OF IT 


LINE, STRUCK BY THE TRAIN AND AT JUST OVER AN ENGINE LENGTH AWAY 
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Diagram showing circumstances of accident at the Ystrad Caron Crossing, near Tregaron, Western Region, May 5, 1953 


high sparse hedge on the side of Tregaron 
Station, the down home signal of which 
can be seen through a gate and again at 
intervals through the hedge. The view of 
the railway in the other direction is ob- 
structed by a short thick hedge. The road 
is straight for some distance. 

There are field gates, opening away from 
the line and hung to swing across the road 
when free, but it was clear that they were 
sometimes kept open by stones and wires. 
They are on the railway boundary, one 
31 ft., the other 21 ft. from the near rail. 
Inside that boundary there is a clear view 
of the line for 400 to 500 yd. in each direc- 
tion. The County School nearby has its 
playing fields on the opposite side of the 
line. Rail traffic averages 12 trains daily 
and the crossing is used by road vehicles, 
including tradesmen’s vans, about 12 to 15 
times. 


Course of Events and Evidence 


The train driver, on the left of the en- 
gine in the direction of running, whistled 
on approaching the distant signal, which was 
confirmed by other witnesses, but the home 
signal was “on” when he first saw it. It 
came off almost at once. He did not see 
the van, but braked when the fireman, 
who was looking through the spectacle 
glass, observed the van move onto the 
crossing an engine length away and shouted. 
Both were certain that nobody had walked 
across as they approached. Neither they 
nor the guard noticed whether the far side 
gate was open. The driver said the cross- 
ing had a bad reputation on account of the 


accident telephoned to Tregaron Station 
and left a message for the stationmaster 
saying this was so. He had seen cars driven 
straight over in such circumstances, but they 
travelled slowly. He continually impressed 
on the children the necessity of closing the 
gates after them and had never known a 
case where they had not done so. 

The District Engineer, who was in the 
special train, did not notice the position of 
the gates immediately after the accident, 
but later saw the ambulance driven over 
without stopping, so assumed they were 
open. 

The van driver, 29 years old, reported 
to be of abstemious habits and in good 
health, was said to use the crossing fre- 
quently and carefully. He alone drove the 
van. He was said to know the timings of 
the trains but not to rely on them. He 
was in the habit of observing the signal 
aspects and asking anyone with him to 
open the gates and shut them after cross- 
ing. He was never known to leave them 
open, nor to open the near side one and 
then drive to the far side, where there 
was room for the van to be clear of the 
line, and open the other. 


Inspecting Officer’s Conclusions and 
Remarks 

This tragic accident can be attributed to 
nothing but lack of elementary care on 
the part of the van driver. Neither the 
engine driver nor his fireman were in any 
way to blame. 

Evidence as to the state of the gates 
when the van arrived was conflicting. Had 


conclusion is therefore that this driver did 

not expect any train and, finding the gates 
open, drove on without stopping to look 
at the signals or along the line. 

Safety at unguarded crossings depends 
entirely on road vehicle drivers, who 
should realise that on their caution and 
vigilance depends not only their and their 
passengers’ safety, but that of the trains. 
Experience has shown that even a light 
car can derail a heavy express engine. 

Colonel McMullen is glad to report 
that the revised Highway Code will con- 
tain. some advice to drivers on this matter. 

He considers it most undesirable, as a 
matter of principle, that crossings of this 
type should be used by large numbers of 
children going to and from playing fields, 
although in this particular case the danger 
is not great, provided care is exercised. 
He thinks wicket gates should be provided, 
however, so that it will be unnecessary for 
the children to open the main ones. He 
is satisfied that the engine whistle was 
sounded and that drivers often do so; 
nevertheless, on account of the use of the 
crossing by so many children he thinks 
whistle boards should be erected. 


CLOSING OF SMEETH STATION.—Smeeth 
Station, Southern Region, will be closed 
on and from January 4, 1954. Alternative 
road services are provided to Ashford 
Station by the Maidstone & District 
Motor Services Limited, East Kent Road 
Car Co. Ltd., and Newman & Sons 
(Hythe) Limited. 
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First Stage of Disposal of Road Haulage Units 


Statement by British Transport Commission 


on programme 


The British Transport Commission an- 
nounces that, as a result of the Transport 
Act, 1953, and with the approval of the 
Road Haulage Disposal Board, it will, as 
a first step. offer for sale about 1,500 road 
transport units comprising some 10,000 
road haulage vehicles. These will be 
offered in three monthly schedules compris- 
ing roughly 3,300 vehicles each and the 
units in each schedule will be well spread 
geographically over different parts of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Wales. 

Over 2,000 of these vehicles will be 
offered for sale in small units of one, two, 
three, and four vehicles without premises, 
and no unit will include more than 50 
vehicles. Nearly half of the units will in- 
clude operational premises. Advertisements 
in the Press will indicate where lists of 
units and tender forms can be obtained. 

The Commission hopes to work to the 
following general timetable: 


- Schedule | Schedule 2 | Schedule 3 
- 
Public advertise- | November December | January 
ment of invita- 
tion to tender | 
Acceptance of | February March March 
tenders and (early) (late) 
commencement 
of transfer of 
units 
Completion of | March April ril 
transfer of units (early) (late) 
Every effort will be made to adhere 
to this timetable, but the Commission 


points out that the sale of the greater part 
of so large and complex an undertaking is 
unique; none of the staff engaged has had 
any similar experience in the past, and un- 
expected contingencies may cause delay. 
[he timing of transfers will depend to some 
extent on the speed with which successful 
tenderers act. 
Sale of Stores 

To expedite disposal it has been agreed 
to exclude from transport units all stores 
held in the storehouses on stock account, 
but the same practical result will be 
achieved by the Commission giving the 
purchaser of a transport unit the right of 
buying at a price as between willing buyer 
and willing seller, such reasonable quantity 
of available stores as he may need in con- 
nection with the unit. 

The “model” conditions of sale have 
now been agreed with the Disposal Board 
after consultation with the Federation of 
British Industries, Road Haulage Associa- 
tion, and Traders’ Road Transport Associa- 
tion, and will shortly be issued with an ex- 
planatory statement, 

Preparation for a fourth, and, if neces- 
sary fifth schedule, the Commission states, 
will proceed so that further transport units 
can be placed on offer at monthly intervals. 
The size and make-up of the later units 
will be designed to meet any demand un- 
satisfied by the earlier schedules. Whilst 
the disposal of units is proceeding, “~ 
Commission will submit to the Board, 
accordance with the Act, various proposals 
for the incorporation into companies of 
certain road haulage property, with a view 
to the disposal of shares. 


Vehicles Retained by B.T.C. 
Meanwhile, the Commission, being re- 


quired by the Act to seek the consent of 
the Minister of Transport to its retaining 


and procedure 


a certain proportion of its property as pro- 
vided for in the prov.so to Section 4 of the 
Act, now is in consultation with the Minis- 
ter on this matter. 

The limits which are 
Commission’s retainable interest in each 
Operating category are clearly laid down 
in the Act, but it is necessary for 
the Commission to obtain the Minister's 
consent to the tonnage of unladen weight 
to be retained in each category. 

As soon as the Minister’s consent is 
obtained, the Commission will make the 
general lines known, and wall proceed with 
the comp'etion of the various steps laid 


placed on the 


Western Australian Officials 
Visit B.T.H. Rugby Works 


The Hon. J. A. Dimmitt, Agent-General 
for Western Australia, accompanied by Mr. 
C. R. Gibson. Official Secretary, Agent- 
General's Office, and Mr. H. Gardner, 
Inspe ecting Engineer, on October 5 visited 
the Rugby Works of the British Thomson- 
Houston Co. Ltd., where the manufacture 
of electric power equipment for 18 
diesel-electric shunting locomotives for the 
Western Australian Government Railways 
is nearing completion. 


As main_ contractor, the British 


Thomson-Houston Export Co. Ltd., is co- 
ordinating the overall design and manu- 
facture of the locomotives for which 


B.T.H. is supplying the main and auxiliary 
generators and motors, and control equip- 
ment, 

The mechanical parts are being manu- 





At the B.T.H. Rugby Works. 


Mr. Dimmitt; Mr. 
Agent-Genercl for We Australia ; 
to right): Mr. 


E. H. Ball, 


(Front row, left to right); 
B.T.H.;: Mr. 
Mr. K. R. Hopkirk, B.T.H. 
G. Si) G. Lucas, B.T.H.; Mr. H. Gardner, and Mr. E. T. 
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down by the Act to enable it to retain and 
operate this limited interest in road 
haulage. 


Sir Malco'm Trustram Eve, Q.C., Chair- 
man of the Disposal Board, stated earlier 
this week that these arrangements were a 
process of “putting the small man back 


into road haulage,” and forecast that a 
fairly high proportion of the 32,000 


vehicles to be sold would have changed 
hands by the Board’s first birthday at the 
end of next May. 

He recorded the Disposal Board's 
acceptance of the view that the pace of 
the Commission’s programme was the best 
practicable in the circumstances laid down 
in the Act, and noted with approval the 
immense effort made by the staff of British 
Road Services in four months to identify, 
classify, and catalogue the thousands of 
veh'c'es, the relevant premises and stores 
to be offered for sale. 


factured by the Clayton Equipment Co. 
Ltd., in whose works the locomotives 
are being built; the diesel-engines are 
being supplied by Davey, Paxman & Co. 
Ltd. The locos are of the four-axle type, 
3 ft. 6 in. gauge, rated at 400 h.p. and 
weigh 40 tons. 


On arrival at the Rugby Works, Mr. 
Dimmitt was welcomed by Mr. K. R. 
Hopkirk, Director, Chief Mechanical 
Engineer B.T.H., in company with Mr. 
E. T. Hippisley, Manager, Traction De- 
partment. B.T.H. 

After a tour in the morning of the 


heavy plant factories and other depart- 
ments at Rugby, Mr. Dimmitt and his 
party travelled to the works of the Clay- 
ton Equipment Company, where they were 
able to see the second completed locomo- 
tive and parts of several others under con- 
struction. The first locomotive already 
has been shipped to Australia. 


Mr. H. Jack, B.T.H. ; 
C. R. Gibson, Office of 
(Back row, left 


Hippisley, B.T.H. 
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Preliminary Work on Tilbury 
Line Electrification 


A £250,000 programme of preliminary 
engineering works for the projected elec- 
trification of the lines from Fenchurch 
Street to Southend-on-Sea Central, Shoe- 
buryness and Tilbury is announced by 
British Railways, Eastern Region. 

Platforms | and 2 at Fenchurch Street 
will be extended to accommodate full- 
length Southend trains. The up platform 
at Stepney East will be lengthened and the 
curves through the station eased to allow 
faster running. Permanent way and signal- 
ling alterations to improve the working of 
peak-hour trains through Barking will in- 
clude alteration of the up through line for 
reversible working. 


Works in Southend District 
At Leigh-on-Sea a new up line and up 
platform will be built and the existing up 
line altered for reversible working so that 
trains can be reversed without blocking the 
main lines; at the same time, the station 


lighting will be brought up to modern 
standards. Electric lighting will be pro- 
vided at Westcliff-on-Sea, where minot 


alterations to the platforms have already 


been completed. Platforms 3 to 6 at 
Southend Central will be reconstructed to 
take longer trains. New intermediate 


signals will be provided on the up line be- 
tween Benfleet and Bowers Gifford and at 
Upminster Bridge, and on the down line at 
Dagenham Heathway. On the Tilbury 
line, runni ng loops to improve working will 
be constructed 0 the up side between Pur- 
fleet Rifle Range and Rainham, and on the 
down side between Thurrock Junction and 
Grays. 

Some of these works have already been 
started. When completed, they will ease 
conditions during the construction of major 
electrification works and will also allow 
some improvements to the present steam 
services. 


Rotary Head Oil Dispensers 


The range of lubrication — servicing 
equipment manufactured by C. C. Wake- 
field & Co. Ltd., includes a petrol pump 
type rotary head, oil dispenser, known as 
the Quick Check. The dispenser has been 
designed specifically for the servicing of 
road transport vehicles, and has a 
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movable head which rotates through an are 
of 270 deg. The meter is in direct line 
with the delivery hose and is always visible 
to the operator. Oil passing through the 
hose is accurately measured by the meter 
which has a re-set mechanism enabling the 
hands to be returned to zero; a totalisator 


records the number of pints dispensed. 
Standard equipment includes 10 ft. 6 in. 
of special oil-resisting hose, capable of 


withstanding pressures up to 6,000 Ib. per 
sq. in. is always full of oil, delivery there- 
fore commences immediately the delivery 
nozzle is opened: an 18 ee length of hose 
can be fitted if required at extra cost. 

The nozzle incorporé ost a special device 
which can be controlled to give a flow of 
up to six pints of oil a minute. Either 
rotary vane, electric or piston type air- 
Operated pumps can be supplied. A 
specially designed air eliminator consist 
ing of a positive float cut-off automatically 
closes the oil main when the supply is 
exhausted, preventing air being registered 
on the meter. 


Staff & Labour Matters 
Engineering Wage Claim 

The claim submitted by the C.S.E.U. for 
a 15 per cent increase in the rates of pay 
of engineering workers was rejected out- 
right on October 7 by the Engineering & 
Allied Employers’ National Federation. 
The claim affects 2,500,000 workers and 
would, it is estimated, add about £125 
million to the wages bill of the industry. 
It is understood that over 90 per cent of 
the members of the employers’ federation 
were in favour of uncompromising rejec- 
tion. 

Sir Percy Mills, President of the Fédera- 
tion, told the unions leaders that the pre- 
vious increase of 7s. 4d. a week in Novem- 
ber last had been granted reluctantly, and 
this further application within five months 
had been viewed in dismay by the members 
of the Federation. It had been made at a 
time when prices were no longer gener- 
ally increasing, but when it was obvious 
that some effort should be made to try to 
achieve some stability. The payment by 
results scheme in the industry ensured that 
increased productivity meant higher earn- 
ings for the workers, and the employers 
hoped that the reasoned reply to their case 
would receive the full and searching con- 
sideration of the unions. 

In the detailed reply to the claim it was 





Servicing a British Railways road vehicle with the 


Wakefield oil dispenser, 
Brompton & Fulham road motor depot 
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submitted that it was not true that earn- 
ings in the industry had not kept pace with 
the rise in the cost of living. In Janua 
1948, the retail price index stood at 104, 
and by July, 1953, it had reached 141, a 
rise of 35-6 per cent. In the same period 
the average weekly earnings of adult male 
engineering workers rose by 48 per cent 
for time workers and 47 per cent for pa 
ment by result workers. 


Price Index and Wage Increases 

Since the date of the consideration of the 
last claim the price index had risen by six 
points or 4:4 per cent. Average week| 
earnings of adult male workers showed an 
increase of over 6:4 per cent. The las 
wage increase gave an extra 2d. per hou 
and since then earnings had further in 
creased and brought this up to 3d. an hour 
Higher output in the industry had been 
largely due to improved techniques and 
new and more efficient machines. Phe 
days were over, it was pointed out, whe 
prices, Once tendered, could be altered to 
meet increases in wages and in the cost of 
raw materials. Contract prices must now 
be firm. 

Nor could any wage increases be met 
out of profits. A large proportion of 
profits had to be ploughed back into the 
industry to keep it efficient, and the profits 
earned showed downward trend. 


Consideration of Further Action by 

The Executive Council of the C.S.E.l 
considered the reply of the Employers 
Federation at a meeting in York on 
October 8, and agreed unanimously to ask 
for another meeting in the next week or so 
It is not satisfied with some of the figures 
used by the employers’ side. It is under 
stood that members of the executive will 
also report on the position to thei 
members at meetings throughout the 
country. 

The Shipbuilding Employer's Federation 
were to give their reply as we went to press 
on October 14 to a similar claim for a 
15 per cent increase for shipbuilding 
workers. 


Fair, 1954.—Exhibits 
at the Sixth Liege International Fair, on 
April 24—May 9, 1954, will include lubri- 
cation equipment and products, and equip- 
ment for the treatment and utilisation of 
water, also inductive heating appliances 
and equipment for the heat treatment of 
metals. 
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SPECIAL TRAINS FOR SCOTTISH LEAGUE CUP 
SeMI-FINALS.—On Saturday, October 10. 
British Railways, Scottish Region, ran 


twenty special trains in connection with the 
semi-final ties of the Scottish League Cup 
between Rangers and Partick Thistle at 
Hampden and Hibernian and East Fife at 
Tynecastle. Twelve trains served the game 
at Hampden, ten from Glasgow Central, to 
Mount Florida and two from Lanarkshire 
stations to Kings Park. For the tie at 
Tynecastle five specials catered for Edin- 
burgh suburban passengers, three from 
Leith North to Dalry Road and one each 
from Musselburgh and Duddingston to 
Gorgie East. A special train for Edin- 
burgh Haymarket and Waverley, left 
Dundee Tay Bridge. calling at Leuchars 
Junction, Cupar, Kirkcaldy and other 
stations in Fife and two specials ran to 
a East. one from Methil, Buckhaven 
Wemyss Castle. and the other from 
loon Cameron Bridge and Thornton 
Junction. 
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Contracts & Tenders 


British Railways, North Eastern 
Region, have placed an order with the 
Quasi-Are Co. Ltd., Bilston, for four 
Quasi-Are type PE 250 “Lightweight” are- 
welding equipments for Gateshead works. 

An order for some 37,000 railway coil 
and volute springs, to be used in the re- 
conditioning of wagons on the Jugoslav 
State Railways, has been placed with 
English Steel Corporation Limited, 
Sheffield. This order, worth £47,000, is the 
first order for springs to be placed with 
E.S.C. by Jugoslavia and was secured in 
the face of severe Continental competition. 


The High Commissioner for India is in- 
viting tenders for locomotive boilers. De- 
tails are given under Official Notices on 

” 
page 447. 


The date for which tenders are to be 
received for diesel locomotives for Coras 
lompair Eireann, specified in our Septem- 
ber 18 issue, has been put forward to 
November 16. (See Official Notices on 
page 447.) 


The Director General of 
Disposals, Railway Stores 
New Delhi, is inviting 
following: 


Supplies & 
Directorate, 
tenders for the 


17,000 plates back for brake shoe, motor bogie 
(material steel Class 11) 

75,000 plates back for brake shoe, trailer bogie 
(material steel Class 11) 

166 coupling hooks (metre gauge) for W.A. 
25-27 and 29 (material steel Class IV) 


Tenders are to be submitted to the 


Director General of Supplies and Dis- 
posals, Shahjahan Road (Section SRI), 
New Delhi, quoting reference SRI 
16674-D/IIl and will be received up to 


10 a.m. on October 28. 


The Director General of Supplies & 
Disposals, Railway Stores Directorate, 
New Delhi, is inviting tenders for the 
following: 
EAI! P.80 


12 cranks leading for new “FF” 
motives 
EAI! P.625 

12 cranks driving for new “FF” 
motives 
EAI/P.82 

12 cranks trailing for new “F” 
motives 
EAI) P.81 

10 cranks leading for old “* F” 
motives 
EAI P1940 

4 cranks driving for old “F” 
motives 
EAI/P.83 

5 cranks trailing for old ‘“*F” class loco- 
motives 


class loco- 


class loco- 


class loco- 


class loco- 


class loco- 


Tenders are to be submitted to the 


Director General of Supplies and _ Dis- 
posals, Shahjahan Road (Section SRI). 
New Delhi, quoting reference SRI 
17033-D/II and will be received up to 


10 a.m. on November 3. 


The Director General of Supplies & 
Disposals, Railway Stores Directorate, 
New Delhi, is inviting tenders for the 
following: 





76 wearing plate for motor bogie : horn 
cheeks high duty cast iron 


765 horn cheeks H.D.C.I. machined 


Tenders are to be submitted to the 
Director General of Supplies and Dis- 
posals, Shahjahan Road (Section SRI), 
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reference SRI 
received up to 


New Delhi, quoting 
17045-D/1, and will be 
10 a.m. on November 13. 


The Special Register Information Ser- 
vice, Export Services Branch, Board of 
Trade, reports that the Consul General at 
Lourenco Marques has notified the Branch 
that the closing date for the call for ten- 
ders issued by the Directorate of Ports, 
Railways & Transport Department, 
Lourenco |Marques, for the supply of two 
locomotives, has been postponed from 
September 28 until October 20. Details 
were given in our July 24 issue. 


Notes and News 


Assistant Engineers Required.—Applica- 
tions are invited for the posts of assistant 
engineers required in a consulting 
engineers’ London office, for bridge design 
and detailing. See Official Notices on 
page 447. 


Vacancies on Nigerian Government Rail- 
way.—Applications are invited for the 
posts of boiler inspector, running shed 
foreman and workshop foreman (copper- 
smith) required by the Nigerian Govern- 
ment Railway for one tour of 18 to 24 
months in the first instance. See Official 
Notices on page 447. 


Record Coal, Iron, and Steel Traffics on 
British Railways.—British Railways made 
the biggest weekend clearance of coal for 
over six months during the 48 hr. ended 
6 a.m. on October 12, 407,380 tons, bring- 
ing the week’s total up to 3.249.920 tons. 
The tonnage of iron and steel carried from 
the principal steel works during the week 
ended October 3, 237,596 tons, was the 
heaviest recorded; in the same _ period 
326,600 tons of iron ore were conveyed. 


Potters Bar Station Reconstruction: Train 
Service Alterations.——In connection with 
the reconstruction of Potters Bar Station, 
complete possession of all lines at Potters 
Bar will be given to the Civil Engineer 
from 10.15 p.m. on Saturday, October 17, 
until 4 a.m. the following Monday. During 
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this period all trains between Kings Cross 
and Hitchin and north thereof will be 


diverted via Hertford North. 


Technica} Assistants Required—London 
Transport require technical assistants in 
the office of assistant civil engineer 
(permanent way), with drawing office ex- 
perience, grounding in civil engineering, 
knowledge of mathematics, ability to use 
theodolite and level and make land sur- 
veys. See Official Notices on Page 447. 


Transportation Club Dinner.—A_ dinner 
has been arranged for Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 4, to give members an opportunity of 
expressing their thanks to the retiring 
chairman, Mr. G. S. Szlumper, and to 
meeting the new chairman, Mr. K. W. C. 
Grand. Tickets may be obtained from the 
Hon. Secretary at the Club House, 44, 
Wilton Crescent, S.W.1. 


The Institute of Transport, Metropolitan 
Section.—On Monday, November 2, the 
President of the Institute of Transport, 
Mr. John Elliot, will attend a meeting of 
the Metropolitan Section of the Institute 
to be held at 80, Portland Place, London, 
W.1, at 5.30 p.m. for 6 p.m. At this meet- 
ing the paper read at the Glasgow Con- 
gress by Sir Reginald Wilson on “The 
Framework of Public Transport” will be 
discussed, and Sir Reginald Wilson, who 
will be present at the meeting, will answer 
questions and sum up the discussion. 


British Standards Revision for Bolts and 
Nuts.—The main purpose of this revision 
is to take account of current practice in 
the manufacture and use of black bolts 
and nuts. During the transition period 
which must elapse before adoption of 
unified threads becomes general, B.S. 916 
will continue in use and it is obviously 
desirable that the general requirements for 
bolts and nuts covered by this standard 
should be consistent with those in BS. 
1769, “Unified Black hexagon bolts, screws 
and nuts—heavy series.” This standard 
accordingly provides both for the black 
product with B.S.W. threads and for bolts, 
screws and nuts with partly machined 
finishes; bolts faced under the head, with 
or without turning on the shank, may also 


A Tractor-Drawn Scraper 








The Le Tourneau open-top scraper, details of which were given in our issue last week 
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have B.S.F. threads. Besides specifying 
dimensions and tolerances for bolis, screws 
and nuts from 4} in. to 6 in. inclusive, the 
standard includes requirements for 
material, squareness of thread to face of 
nuts, recommendations for drilled holes 
and split-pin sizes, dimensions of plain 
washers for bolts up to 2-in. nominal size 
and stock lengths of hexagon head black 
bolts in sizes up to 1 in. Copies may be 


obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, Sales Branch, 2, Park Street, 
W.1, price 3s. 

Local Planning Schemes Submitted to 


Minister.—Local planning schemes at 
present before the Minister of Transport, 
Mr. A. T. Lennox-Boyd, are reported to 
involve £1,100,000,000 over a period of 
twenty years. Mr. Lennox-Boyd stated 
recently that the plans were all from recog- 
nised planning authorities. 


London Midland Region Mayors Lunch 
with Chief Regional Manager.—Seven 
members of British Railways, London Mid- 
land Region staff. who have been elected 


mayors for the coming year tock lunch 
with Mr. J. W. Watkins, Chief Regional 
Manager, at Euston recently, so that he 
could offer his personal congratulations. 
Mr. Watkins was supported by senior 
officers of the Region, including Messrs. 
A. S. Hunt, Assistant Chief Regional Man- 
ager: A. E. Hammett, Comm ercial Super- 


intendent; S. G. Hearn, Operating Superin- 
tendent; F. W. Abraham, Motive Power 
Superintendent: George Dow, Public Re 
lations & Publicity Officer; and by Mr. L. 


Reeves, Carriage & Wagon Engineer, Don- 
caster Works, Eastern Region. 
Wickman Limited: New Agencies.—Wick- 


man Limited have announced conclusion cf 
an agreement with Maskinfirma R. L. Carl 
stedt, Bradstupvagen 1-11, ation, 
Stockholm, Sweden, and Maschinenfabrik 
Weingarten A-G, Weingarten/Wurttem- 
berg, Germany, to represent them as their 
sole agents in the United Kingdom. 
Maskinfirma R. L. Carlstedt is manufactur- 
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ing a Mew range of deep-hole boring 
machines for solid and trepan boring. The 
range at present comprises three basic 
types. Maschinenfabrik Weingarten A-G 
manufactures various types of mechanical 
presses, 


Scottish Stations Renamed.—British Rail- 
ways, Scottish Region, announce that four 
stations in Scotland have been renamed. 
[The four are Tyndrum_ (ex-L.N.E.), 
Crianlarich (ex-L.M.S.), Yoker (ex-L.M.S.), 
and Bogside (ex-L.N.E.). The new names 
will be Tyndrum Upper, Crianlarich 
Lower, Yoker Ferry and Bogside (Fife). 


Steelworks Repurchase by Guest, Keen & 


Nettlefolds Limited—An announcement 
from Guest, Keen & Nettlefolds Limited 
states that the firm is in communication 


with the Iron & Steel Holding and Realisa- 
tion Agency, as to the possibility of re- 
purchasing the steelworks previously in the 
group's Owne ership. A further announce: 
mnent is to be made in due course. 


Record Steel Output in September.—Steel 
production in September was at the record 
rate for the month of 346,500 tons a week, 
compare d with the corresponding figure of 
329.800 tons for the previous year, This 
shows a marked recovery from the August 
level, which was affected by holidays. The 
rate of production in the quarter ending 
September was a record for the third quar- 


ter of the year at 308,100 tons a week, 
compared with 292,800 tons last year. For 
the first nine months of the year, steel 


production has averaged 334,400 tons a 
week, more than 10 per cent higher than 
the average of 303,300 tons for the corre- 
sponding period of 1952. The output of 
pig iron, which was also a record for Sep- 
tember, averaged 213,900 tons a_ week, 
compared with 208,600 tons a week in 
September, 1952. 


Extension in Portuguese East Africa.— 

Work is to begin on a 25-mile extension to 
Manhica, of the existing line between 
Lourenco Marques and Vial Luiza on the 


Standard Pacifics in the Eastern Region 





‘© The Broadsman,” 
hauled by class “‘7”’ 4-6-2 locomotive No. 70030 ‘‘ William Wordsworth” 


Liverpool Street to Norwich and Cromer, entering Ipswich, 
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Incomati River some 20 miles north of 
Lourengo Marques. The extension is 
part of a scheme to develop the fertile 
valleys in the region of the Incomati. 


Carrier Engineering Co. Ltd.: Increased 
Profits.—Net trading profit for the year 
ended June 30 for the Carrier Engineer- 
ing Co. Ltd., was £347,112 as against 
£343,620 for the previous year. Net 
profit after taxation, is £165,783, as agairst 
the previous year’s figure of £138,836. 
The carry forward was £539,467 and “ i 
dividend for the year was 45 per cent, the 
same as for the previous year. 


Reconstruction of Willesden Junction High 
Level Station.—Work is to begin shortly 
of the modernisation of Willesden High 
Level Station on Broad Street-Richmond 
electric line of the London Midland 
Region. The scheme will cost some 
£49,000 and involves the removal of t 
present buildings and their replacement by 
more modern structures comprising general 
waiting room, toilets, bookstall, and staff 
rooms and the transfer of the booking 
hall and booking offices to a more con- 
venient site. A new roof, electric instead 
of gas lighting, and the complete re-signing 
of the station and improved advertisement 
display are also included in the plans. 


Applications for Beyer, Peacock & Co. 
Ltd. Shares.—Philip Hill, Higginson & 
Co. Ltd. is authorised by the board of 
Beyer, Peacock & Co. Ltd. to announce 
that in connection with the offer to share- 
holders to subscribe for 566,667 £1 ordi- 
nary shares at 27s. 6d. per share, applica- 
tions for a total of 926,100 shares have 
been received. Of this number, 450,678 
shares representing approximately 95 per 
cent of the shares offered as rights were 
applied for and allotted in full, and 475,422 
representing applications for the balance 
of 115,989 excess shares, have been allotted 
on a reduced basis, consideration being 
given to present holdings. Allotment 
letters have been posted to shareholders. 





Gloucester Railway Carriage & Wagon 
Co, Ltd.: Record Output.—The total con- 
solidated income for the year ended May 
31 of the Gloucester Railway Carriage & 
Wagon Co. Ltd., amounted to £349,521 as 
against the previous year’s figure of 
£346,698 and net profit was £125,521 as 


against £127,868 after deducting all 
charges. After paying a total dividend 


£50.000 was 
leaving a 


for the year of 10 per cent, 
set aside for general reserve, 
carry-forward of £36,796. Sir Leslie 
Boyce, Chairman, reports that in 
terms of monetary value, output was the 
highest on record and the order book con- 
tinues in a very healthy state. Present out 
put exceeds all previous peace time 
records. In his reference to trade invest- 
ments, which consist largely of stock in 
Wagon Repairs and ordinary shares in 
Philblack, Sir Leslie points out that the 
former, in which the company holds the 
largest individual interest, had another 
successful year, and the latter has passed 
its development stage and is operating on 
a profitable basis. 


New Canadian Pacific Liner.—A_ keel 
plate of a new 22,500 ton Canadian Pacific 
liner. was laid on September 30 at the 
Fairfield Shipbuilding & Engineering 
Company yard at Govan, Glasgow, by 
Mr. W. A. Mather, President of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. Accompanied 
by Mr. C. E. Jefferson, Vice-President of 


Traffic. and Mr. A. C. MacDonald, 
Managing Director, Canadian Pacific 
Steamships, Mr. Mather toured the yard 
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The engagement of persons answering Situations 
Vacant advertisements must be made through a 
Local Office of the Ministry of Labour or a 
Scheduled Employment Agency if the applicant is a 
a aged 18-64 inclusive, or a woman aged 18-S9 

lusive unless he or she, or the employment, 1s 
pooonse from the provisions of the Notification of 
Vacancies Order, 1952. 
D RAUGHTSMEN with experience in the design 

of steam, diesel or electric locomotives. Ap- 
plications from retired draughtsmen with the required 
experience will be considered. Apply in writing to 
The Clayton Equipment Co. Ltd., 138 Borough 
High Street, London, S.E.1. 


ASSISTANT ENGINEERS wanted by 
Engineers’ London office for 
detailing. Applicants must have experience in_ steel 
work and steel bridges; knowledge of reinforced 
concrete will be an advantage Application to be 
by letter marked ** Design™ mentioning the name 
~ the paper and giving full particulars of age, 
jualifications and experience tO RENDEL, PALMER & 
TRITTON, 125, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


Consulting 
Bridge design and 


"T HE High Commissioner for 

for the supply of:—Metre Gauge, Locomotive 
Boilers, °C’ Class—1, *PR* Class—6. Forms of tender 
may be obtained from the Director General, India 
Store Department, 32/44 Edgware Road, London, 
W.2, at a fee of 10s. which is not returnable. Ten- 
ders are to be delivered by 2 p.m. on Friday, 
November 27, 1953. Please quote reference 
D.O.1752/ 52. 


India invites tenders 


ROUN IND VOLUMES.—We can arrange for readers’ 

copies to be bound in full cloth at a charge 
of 25s. per volume, post free. Send your copies to 
the SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT, Tothill Press Limited, 
33, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1. 


R ap AY MAINTENANCE / 

. A. Hull (late District Engineer, L.M.S.R.). 
Valuable information. With much sound advice 
upon the upkeep of permanent way. Cloth. 84 in. 
by 5} in. 82 pp. Diagrams. Ss. By post Ss. 3d. 
The Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, London, 
S.W.1. 


PROBLEMS By 








inspecting mock-ups of accommodation 
and some of the work in progress. The 
ship is expected to join the Canadian 
Pacific Empress fleet in 1956. 


Decreased 
74+ per cent 


General Electric Company: 
Profits —A final dividend of 
has been announced by the General 
Electric Co. Ltd., making a total of 114 
per cent for the year, after allocation of 
£800,000 to general reserve, £950,000 to 
reserve for stock depreciation, £500,000 to 
reserve for increased cost of plant replace- 
ment and dividends on preference stocks. 
The accounts show a decrease in profits, 
before taxation, from £6,604,000_ to 
£4,230,000 and in the profit attributable to 
the holding company after taxation from 
£2,091,000 to £1,266,000. 


British Standard for Tins for Paints and 
Varnishes.—In 1946, a British Standard 
was issued giving guidance to manufactu- 
rers and users on the construction of paint 
tins likely to be acceptable to the rail- 
ways if properly overpacked. Later, at 
the request of the paint industry, a supple- 
mentary standard was issued listing sizes of 
various types of paint tins in capacities 
between { pint and one gallon. With the 
lifting of. ste itutory restrictions, the paint 
industry feels that it would be undesirable 
to revert to the multiplicity of sizes of 
tins used before World War II and the 
industry has decided voluntarily to restrict 
its demands for different tins. A new 
British Standard B.S. 1262—1953_ has, 
therefore, been prepared to supersede both 
the earlier ones. Copies of this standard 
may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, Sales Branch, 2, 
Park Street, London, W.1, price 2s. 6d. 


Crossley Bros. Ltd—A final dividend of 
10 ver cent is to be paid by Crossley Bros. 
Ltd. on the deferred capital for the year 
ended April 30. This makes a total of 15 
per cent for the year, the same as for the 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES 


CORAS ItOMPAIR EIREANN 


ITH reference to the advertisement which ap- 

peared in the September 18 issue, the date by 
which tenders are to be received has been extended 
by a fortnight to November 16 


BOILER INSPECTOR M2C/30212/RA_ Running 

Shed Foreman M2C/30208/RA and Workshop 
Foreman (Coppersmith) M2C/30207/RA required by 
the Nigerian Government Railway for one tour of 
18/24 months in the first instance. Salary etc 
according to qualifications either (a) in the scale £750 
rising to £1,035 a year, with prospect of pensionable 
employment or (b) in the scale £807 rising to £1,115 
a year on temporary terms with gratuity of up to 
£150 a year. Outfit allowance £60. Free passages for 
the officer, his wife and assistance towards the cost of 
children’s passages or their maintenance in this coun- 
try. Liberal leave on full salary. M2C/30212/RA. 
Candidates should have served an apprenticeship in a 
railway or locomotive builder’s Boiler Shon and have 
had 7 years subsequent experience as a Journeyman, 
including at least 3 years in the Running Sheds. They 
should be capable of supervising the work of junior 
staff. M2C/30208/RA. Candidates should have 
served an apprenticeship in a main locomotive work- 
shop and have had at least 7 years subsequent ex- 
perience in a Running Shed. They must be thoroughly 
acquainted with all branches of Running Shed _ fit- 
ting and with periodical examinations of locomotives. 
M2C/30207/RA. Candidates should have served a 
5 year apprenticeship to Coppersmith and Sheet 
Metal Work in a Railway or Locomotive Builder's 
workshop and have had at least 5 years subsequent 
experience in the trade with at least 2 years in charge 
of other workmen. They should have a working 
knowledge of oxyacetylene and electric arc welding. 
Write to the CROWN AGENTS, 4, Millbank, London, 
S.W.1. State age, name in _ Block Letters, full 
qualifications and experience and quote the reference 
number of the post applied for. 


NER HISTORY.—Twenty-Five Years of the 
— North Eastern Railway, 1898-1922. 
By R. Bell, C.B.E., Assistant General Manager, 
N.E.R. and L.N.E.R. Companies, 1922-1943. Full 


cloth. Cr. 8vo. 87 


\ : pages. 10s. 6d.—The Railway 
Gazette, 33 Tothill 


Street, London, S.W.1 


LONDON TRANSPORT require technical assis- 
tants, office of Assistant Civil Engineer (Perman- 


ent Way), with drawing office experience, grounding 
in civil engineerng, knowledge of mathematics, ability 
to use Theodolite and level and make land surveys. 
Students of Institution of Civil Engineers preferred 
but young graduates without experience considered. 
Salary rising to £579 with additional payments for 
certain recognised qualifications; commencing salary 
according to qualifications and experience: medical 
exam: contributory superannuation scheme, after 
probation. Applications within 14 days to Staff Officer 
(F / EV.259) LONDON TRANSPORT, 55 Broadway, S.W.1, 
for acknowledgment enclose addressed envelope. 


"THE PERUVIAN CORPORATION have the fol- 

lowing vacancies on the railways in Peru:— 
Central Railway. TRAFFIC LEARNER. | Single. 
Between 21 and 25 years of age. Good general 
education, with transportation experience either prac- 
tical or theoretical. ASSISTANT ENGINEER 
(CIVIL) for Railway Drawing Office duties includ- 
ing Bridge and General Structural Steel Work 
Design, also Reinforced Concrete Structures. Must 
have sound technical training, preferably with pre- 
vious railway experience. Age 30/35. A_ know- 
ledge of the Spanish Language is preferable in both 
these appointments or willingness to learn within 
6 months. Apply: Secretary, 144, Leadenhall 
Street, London, E.C.3. 


S ERVICE ENGINEERS. Vacancies exist with 

diesel engine manufacturers for men with ex- 
perience of both installation and service work. Ap- 
plicants preferably capable undertaking installation 
and service duties, Industrial, Marine and Rail Trac- 
tion Fields. Apply_ stating age, experience and 
salary expected to Personnel Manager, Box 971, 





The Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, London, 
S.W.1 
RAILWAY MECHANICAL ENGINEER required 


by manufacturers of specialised equipment used 
in all types of motive power and _ rolling-stock. 
Training of approximately two years’ duration would 
be given with a view to employment as sales engi- 
neer. Preference given to university graduate, under 
30 years of age, who has served apprenticeship with 
a railway. Salary during training approximately 
£550, depending on qualifications—Box 940, The 
Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1 








previous year. Consolidated trading profit 
for the year amounted to £437,772, com- 
pared with £479,966 for the previous year. 
Net profit was £140,722, against £148,991 
for the previous year, after depreciation 
and other deductions. A further £176,914 
was set aside for United Kingdom taxa- 
tion. Consolidated balance for the year 
was £140,270, compared with £152,015 for 
the previous year. 


British Railways, Scottish Region, Station 
Gardens Competition.—Kinross Junction 
and Helensburgh, Central, Scottish Region, 
are the winners in this season’s Best Kept 
Station Gardens Competition, announced 
by British Railways. Each station wins a 
special “A” award of £10 in a competition 
open to all stations in the Scottish Region 
of British Railways. The success of 
Kinross Junction in this annual competi- 
tion is remarkable in that this is the sixth 
successive occasion a major award has 
been won by Station Master Robert Cold- 
well and his staff since the inception of 
the present series of competitions by 
British Railways in 1948. Nearly 300 
stations in Scotland took part in the com- 
petition. 


Lower Profits for Hurst, Nelson & Co. 
Ltd.—The profit available for the year 
ended March 31 of Hurst, Nelson & Co. 
Ltd., falls short of that of the previous 
year, the annual report shows. This is 
attributed to the supplementation to the 
latter of £35,000, released from provisions 
for taxation no longer required. The 
Board. in consequence have recommendes 
an ordinary dividend of 15 per cent, as 
against 20 per cent for the previous year. 
The Board also proposes payment of a 
cash distribution of 6d. per ordinary share 
out of the dividend equalisation fund for 
ordinary shares. Lt.-Col. Arthur A. N. 
Forman, Chairman of the company, has 
said that during the year, important ex- 
port contracts were completed and 


deliveries made, and orders in hand and 
prospective demands offer promise in the 
future. Reconstruction and expansion of 
the organisation and constructional facili- 
ties had proceeded continuously through- 
out the postwar years and the organisation 
is now equipped to produce an increased 
volume of output in a wider range of pro- 
ducts. He said the restriction of output 
due to inadequate steel supplies was most 
apparent during the four months to 
March, 1953, but there is now evidence of 
improvement. 


Chilean Northern Railway Company: 
Further Losses.—The working loss an- 
nounced by the Chilean Northern Railway 
Company for the year ended December 31, 
after adding directors’ fees and, etc., was 
£118,807, as compared with the previous 
year’s figure of £23,843. After deduction 
of proportion assumed by the holding 
company, a deficit was left of £4,227. 
After adding debenture interest, interest on 
advances from the holding company and 
debenture redemption there was a loss of 
£85,139, reduced with interest, commission, 
etc., to £43,245. The debit forward was 
£857,446 and the balance sheet shows 
£642,608 owing to the holding company, as 
against £624,118 for the previous year. 


Vacuum Oil Co. Ltd. End of year 
Account.—The balance of profit for the 
year ended December 31. announced by 
the Vacuum Oil Co. Ltd., after providing 
for taxation, and transfer of £38,500 to 
taxation equalisation reserve in respect of 
benefit from initial allowances, amounts to 


£77,401. The balance of credit of profit 
and loss account at December 31 was 
£1,263.743 and transfer from revenue 


reserve, after deducting £8,838 charges re- 
lating to previous years, was £42,921. 
Balance at credit of profit and loss account 
carried forward was £1,384,065. Expen- 
diture on projects in the course of comple- 
tion increased from £4,000,000 to nearly 
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£12.000,000 during the year, with commit- 
ments still outstanding of £5,500,000. 
In view of the need to conserve the com- 
pany’s resources during the still uncom- 
pleted period of construction and expan- 
sion, the directors recommend that no divi- 
dend be paid in respect of the year 1952, 
and that the surplus be added to the bal- 
ance at credit of profit and loss account, 
which will thus stand at £1,384,065. 


Scottish Excursion to Motor Show.—On 


October 30, British Railways, Scottish 
Region, will run a day excursion to 
London from Glasgow and Motherwell 


in connection with the International Motor 
show at Earls Court. 


Forthcoming Meetings 


October 19 (Mon.).—Institution of Metal- 
lurgists. Platinum Metals Exhibition 
at Grosvenor House, Park Lane, W.1. 
October 19 (Mon.).—Historical Model 
Railway Society, at the headquarters 
of the Stephenson Locomotive 
Society, 32, Russell Road, London, 
W.14, at 7 p.m. Illustrated talk 
“More About the London and Black- 


wall Railway,” by Mr. H. F. Hilton. 
October 19 (Mon.).—Institute of Traffic 
Administration, Manchester Centre, 


Hotel, Manchester, at 
Railway Claims,” 


at the Carlton 
7.15 p.m. Paper on™ 
by Mr. J. Fletcher. 
October 19 (Mon.).—Institute of Transport. 
Darlington Group, at United House. 


Grange Road, Darlington, at 7 p.m. 
Paper on “ The 1947 and 1953 Trans- 
port Acts and their effect on Road 
Haulage,” by Mr. G. G. Wahlstrand, 
Manager, Tees-side Group, British 
Road Services. 

October 19 (Mon.).—Institute of Trans- 


port, Liverpool Graduate & Student 
Society, at the Corporation Transport 
Offices, at 6.30 p.m. Paper on “ Some 
Thoughts on the Economics of Trans- 
port.” by Mr. G. Clayton, Sub-Dean 
of Faculty of Arts, Liverpool Uni- 
versity. 


October 20 (Tue.). ‘Stephenson Locomo- 


tive Society, at 32. Russell Road, Ken- 
sington, W. 14, at 6.45 p.m. Illustrated 
talk on “Recent Locomotive Per- 


formance on Three Regions,” by Mr. 
Norman Harvey. 

October 20 (Tue.).—Stephenson Locomo- 
tive Society, Midland Area, at the 
B.T.H. Rooms, Holyhead Road. 
Coventry, at 7.30 p.m. “Ciné Film 
Show of Railway Scenes.” by Mr. 
W. A. Camwell. 

October 21 (Wed.).—British Railways 
Southern Region, Lecture & Debating 
Society, at the Chapter House, St. 


Thomas Street, London Bridge. 5.E.1, 
at 5.45 p.m. Brains Trust. 
October 21 (Wed.).—Institution of Loco- 


motive Engineers, at the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s Gate, 
St. James’s Park, S.W.1, at 5.30 p.m. 
Paper on “Production of Steel 
Wagons,” by Mr. W. Vandy. 

October 21 (Wed.).—Institution of 
way Signal Engineers at the Institu 
tion of Electrical Engineers, Savoy 
Place, London, W.C.2, at 6 p.m. (tea 
at 5.30 p.m.). Paper on “ Modern 
Signalling Developments on the Swiss 
Railways,” by Dr. Karl Ochler. 

October 21 (Wed.).—Institute of Trans- 
port. Visual Aids Meeting at 80. 
Portiand Place, London, W.1, at 6 
p.m. 

Oaeber 23 (Fri.).—Institution of Railway 
Signal Engineers, at the Rembrandt 
Hotel, South Kensington, London, 


Rail- 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


S.W.7, at 6.15 for 6.45 p.m. 
Dinner and Dance. 
President, Mr. T. 
Austin. 
October 24 (Sat.). 


Annual 
Reception by the 
Austin, and Mrs. 


-Institute of Welding, 
South London Branch. Works visit to 
G. A. Harvey & Co. (London) Ltd., 
Greenwich. Party restricted to 40 
persons. 


October 27 (Tue.).—Stephenson Locomo- 
tive Society, Midland Area, at 71, 
Edmund Street, Birmingham, at 7.15 
p.m. Ciné Film Show of railway 


scenes up to 25 years ago, by Mr. 
H. J. Stretton Ward. 

October 28 (Wed.).—Railway Students’ 
Association, at the London School of 
Economics & Political Science, 
Houghton Street, Aldwych, W.C.2, at 
6.30 p.m. Presidential Address by 
Mr. David Blee. 

October 28 (Wed.). 


Institute of Welding, 


October 16, 1953 


at the Park Lane Hotel, Piccadilly, 
London, W.1. Annual Dinner. 
October 29 (Thu.) at 10 a.m. and 2.30 p.m 
and October 30 (Fri.) at 10 am 
Institute of Welding. Technical Meet- 
ings at the Institution of Structural 
Engineers, 11, Upper Belgrave Street 


S.W.1. 
October 31 (Sat.)—Permanent Way _ in- 
stitution, Newcastle Section. Visit to 


York “ar new automatic signalling 
system. Ladies invited. 

October 31 (Sat.).—Permanent Way In- 
stitution, East Anglia Section, at Ips- 
wich, at 2.15 p.m. Paper on “The 
Purpose and Working of Self-Acting 
Inclines,” by Mr. W. Youngs, Nort 
Eastern Region. 

October 31 (Sat.)—Royal Engineers’ Asso- 
ciation, London Group, Sapper Re- 
union at the Newington Public Hal! 
Walworth, S.E.17, at 7 p.m. 


Railway Stock Market 


The news from Trieste and British 
Guiana had a depressing influence on 
stock markets, which was reflected in a 
sharp falling off in demand. Selling was 
not heavy, but declines of around 5s. were 
recorded by British Funds and some shares 
which were recently in strong speculative 
demand reacted sharply. Nevertheless, 
declines in leading industrials were mostly 
small and, later in the week, the lower 
prices attracted buyers. A reason for the 
rather more cautious attitude has been a 
tendency to await terms of the first of the 
big steel issues, which may be announced. 
The City view is that the first steel issue 
is bound to be a success, no matter whether 


the shares are offered at a price showing 
a yield of 7 per cent or only 6} per cent. 
Holders of steel shares just prior to 


nationalisation will be offered preferential 
allotment, and, moreover, British Funds 
will be exchangeable into steel shares at 
prices to be announced. The prevailing 
view in the City is that over the next few 
months the upward trend in markets Is 
likely to continue, though temporary set- 
backs must of course be expected, because 
international and other uncertainties are 
likely to affect sentiment from time to 
time. Whereas there was a feeling that 
the U.S. might face a temporary decline 
in industrial activity owing to the possi- 
bility of a reduction in the stimulus of re- 
armament work, it is now being pointed 
out that under existing conditions any big 
cut in rearmament is unlikely for the 
present. 

As expected, foreign rails have not been 
unaffected by the general market reaction 
at the beginning of the week. United of 
Havana stocks were sold by some holders 
tired of waiting for news from Havana. 
Nevertheless. it is generally assumed that 


the take-over pay-out will make the 
various stocks worth well over current 
market prices. At the time of going to 


press the 4 per cent “A” stock has come 
back to 914, the 4 per cent “* B” was also 
at this level, the 5 per cent second income 
stock 36 and the consolidated stock 54. 
Elsewhere, there has been a little selling 
of Antofagasta preference stock, which 
has come back to 44, while the ordinary 
stock was 84. Manila Railway stocks 
remained somewhat more active with the 
“A” debentures 83, the “B™ debentures 
734. and the preference shares 9s., while 
there were buyers for the Is. ordinary 
shares up to the higher level of 4s. 14d. 
Costa Rica ordinary stock was dealt in 
up to 113, and Guayaquil & Quito 5 per 
cent first bonds up to 414. Dorada ordi- 


nary stock has been dealt in at 58, Chilian 
Northern first debentures around 30, and 
International Railways of Central America 
gold bonds around 146. Taltal shares 
were 14s. 9d. and Nitrate Rails shares 
21s. 3d. 

Midland of Western Australia stock has 
marked 10. In Indians, Barsi were 117 
Among home stocks, Fishguard Rosslare 
marked 74}, Central London Guaranteed 
82 and Metropolitan Assented 454. Mexi- 
can issues reacted with Mexican Central 
“A” debentures at 81. San Paulo units 
were 6s. 104d. 

Canadian Pacifics eased to $424, and the 
4 per cent preference stock to £70; the 
4 per cent debentures were £863. White 


Pass no par value shares were $26 and 
the convertible debentures £95, 
Among road transport shares, Lanca 


shire Transport were 50s., Southdown 32s 
West Riding 37s. and Maidstone & Dis 
trict 21s. 6d. B.E.T. 5s. deferred units 
have been steady at 3ls. 6d. 

Engineering and kindred shares remained 
relatively steady. T. W. Ward were good 
at 78s. 9d. in advance of the financial 
results. Guest, Keen kept around 52s. fol- 
lowing news that the company is nego- 
tiating for reacquiring their former steel 
interests, When these were nationalised, 
Guest, Keen received over £18,000,000 
compensation in steel stock and the latter 
was sold. Market view is that if Guest, 
Keen repurchases these steel interests, 
more capital may have to be raised in due 
course. Babcock & Wilcox at 69s. 9d. 
lost part of their recent good advance; 
dealings in the new 4} per cent debentures 
started at a premium of 35s. over the issue 
price, but later the premium narrowed to 
30s. Total applications for the £4,000,000 
offer of these 44 per cent debentures ex- 
ceeded no less than £58,000,000, so allot- 
ments were scaled down and applications 
from small investors were favoured. 

Vickers have been steady at 50s. 3d. 
British Aluminium at 38s. 3d. continued 
their rally on the view that, despite the 
directors’ cautionary statement with the 
interim dividend, there is a reasonable 
possibility of the year’s total dividend being 
maintained. 


Beyer Peacock were 3ls. 9d., with the 
new shares (now 15s. paid) changing 
hands around 19s. 44d. Hurst Nelson 


were 43s. 6d., Birmingham Carriage 29s. 
and North British Locomotive 13s. 3d 
Vulcan Foundry were 22s. 6d., Gloucester 
Wagon 10s. shares 15s. 6d. Wagon 
Repairs 5s. shares 15s. 44d. and Charles 
Roberts 5s. shares 17s. 3d. 
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